[30 SeprEmBER, 1915.]

while others endeavour to stand out and
evade their obligations. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. Sir B, H. Wit-
lenoum, -debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.23 p.m.

Begslative Tssembly,
Thursday, 30th September, 1915.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.u, and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By ihe Minister for Mines: Return
showing the position of the audit of
the azecounts of the State trading con-
cerns under the Government Trading
Coneerns Act as on the 25th inst.

QUESTION—POLICE DEPARTMENT
MOTOR CARS.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked ihe Premier:
1, How many motor cars (if any) were
used solely by the Police Department
prior fo the prezent Cowmissioner taking
office? 2, The number in vse since the
present Comimissioner was appointed?
3, The approximate cost per annum for
the upkeep of such cars? 4, Are such
cars used for other than official business?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
ike Premier) replied: 1, One “Ford” ear,
obsolete pattern, unsuitable for heavy
work or for roads outside of the meiro-
politan area. 2, One up to 14/9/14,
after which a new car was purchased and
the old one laid up for several months.
3, For a period of five years commencing
14/9/10, the average cost of the “Ford”
was £153 17s. 7d. pe  annum, or 4.2d.
per mile, Total mileag. run during five
years 44,000, The cost 0. the new “Tal-
bot” car for the 12 months e. Ying 14/9/15
is £186 17s. 11d., or an avera e of 2.9d.
per mile (15,500 miles). As . set off
against the above, there are stores, spare
parts, and tools on hand Lo the valu. of
about £80. 4, The “Talbot” ear was le.*
on lwo occasions for a patriotic purpose
—onee to convey workmen to Blackboy
Hill to assist in completing the Y.M.C.A.
buildings, and on another oceasion to take
out wonnded soldiers.

QUESTIONS (2)—INDUSTRIES
ASSISTANCE BOARD.
Imsurance of Crops.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, Ts it true that whilst
the Industries Assistance Board insists
on all crop in which it is interested being
insured against fire, it refuses to give
assistance for similar protfection against
hail? 2, Ts he aware that during the past
four years in the Great Sounthern distriets
the losses from hail storms have been
somewhat severe, whilst losses from fire
have been comparatively light? 3, Wil
he instrnct the board to grant assistance
for insurance against hail in those cases
where the settlers from their local know-
ledge consider such insurance necessary
in the mutnal interests of the settler and
the board. If not. why not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re
plied: 1. It is left to the ahsolute disere-
tion of the farmer to do his own insur-
anee. but he must exercise this right by
the 15th October. If he elects to insure
against fire and hail the Indostries As-
sistance Board will guarantee premiums,
but it is impossible for the board to in-
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sure againsi hail if farmers neglect to
do so, as the board could not take the
responsibility of defining districts subject
to hail storms. 2, No. It is diffienlt to
diseriminate between destruetion by hail
and destruction by storm, and I have no
delinite information on the subjeet. 3,
Answered by No. 1.

Machinery duplicale parts.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, Has the Indunstries
Assistance Board refused authority to
the machinery firms to deliver any du-
plicate parts of machinery to assisted
farmers during the harvesting seuson,
without a speeial order in writing trom
the board? 2, As broken parts must bo
immedialely replaced during harvesting
operations, what arrangements does the
board propose to make for their prompt
supply from the couniry agencies where
they are available%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
1, In view of the fact that the
Board w.. -vidence that farmers en-
deavour to secure more than necessary
requirements in the matter of duplicate
paris, an open aunthority cannot be is-
sued, but the Board will recognise sup-
plies by machinery firms for reasonable
requirements. 2, Owing to fthe arrange-
ment made with machinery firms, where-
by the Board guarantees the payment for
duplicate parts, it is anticipated that
they will keep an ample supply of parts
at their country agencies,

. LRad:

QUESTION—GRISTING AGREL-
MENT, PAPERS.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: Is
it his intention to lay on the Table of the
House all the papers which bave passed
between the Government and Messrs.
Ockerby & Co. and the Perth Roller
Flour Mills or either of them in econnec-
tion with the gristing agrecment from
the ineeption until date?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier) replied: The members of
the Commission are at present on the
Murchison Geldfieids and T have not been
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able to find out what papers there are.
1 shall do so on their reiurn, and if
there are papers in exisience there will
be no objection fo lauying them on the
Table of the House.

QUESTION — RAILWAY STEEL
TYRES CONTRACT.
Nationality of sucressful tenderer,
Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1, If
the Midvale Company’s tender for the
Railway Steel Tyre Contract was ae-
cepted because it was the lowest, why
was another ‘‘lowest’ tender from the
same firm passed over on a previous oc-
casion? 2, What ingunirles were insti-
tuted regarding the nationality of this
firm, and from whomn were they made ¥
3, Has he noticed that British manufae-
turers lave decided to ask the British
(tovernnent to see (hat any loans granted
to Colonial Governments are expended
in the British Empire? 4, Is he prepared

to wequiesce il Lhis prineiple?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1, The Midvale Steel
Company were not aceepted on the pre-
vious oceasion, as a report wag reeeived
that & trial of the company’s tyres was
being made, and it was then too early
to decide as to their suitability. 2, Con-
filential inghiries were made throngh
ofticial channels in England regarding a
number of firms trading in Great Brit-
ain and the Dominions, but being of a
conlidential nature, the scope and re-
zults thereof eannot be diselosed. 3,
L hiave beer unable to trace such a state-
ment, <, Yes. where it can reasonably
he done.

Mr. George: Do you not know they
are a Uerman tirm?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

AMr. Smith: They are.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: Do
jou think I would trade with them if T
knew they were n Gertman firm.

Mr. George: 1 thought probably you
wonld knrow.

The Minister for Lands: Do you
think the Comnmissioner of Railways
would trade with them? e
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Mr. George: Of eounrse I do not know
what you know,

ELECTORAL—ROEBOURNE  CON-

STITUEXNCY.

Seat declared vacant,

. Mr. SPEAKER: I bave to announce
that the seat of the member for Roe-
bourne (3'r. Joseph Peter Gardiner) has
become wvacant, according to Section 38
of the Constitution Act Amendment Aet,
1809, he not having attended for two con-
secutive monibs without the permission
of the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier-—Boulder) :  Following your
announcement, I move—

That Mr. Joseph Peter Gardiner,
having failed to attend the meelings
of the Assembly for lwo comnsecuiive
months without the permission of the
Issembly., the seai for the electarate of
Raocbourne be declured vacant.
Question passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
Jn Committee of Supply.
Dehate resumed from the previous day
on the Treasurer’s Winaneinl Statement
and on the Annual Estimates: Mr. Hol-
man in the Chair,

Volte—Tlis Ercellency the Governor,
£1,540:
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)

[+40}: In speaking on the Estimates the
member for Irwin {Mr. Gardiner) com-
plained of the unfair attitude of the
Sunday Times in saying that the Budget
was the words of the Premier, hut fhe
work ot the member for Irwin.

Mr. Folev: The Sunday Times did not
pui it that way,

Hon. -J. D, CONNOLLY: "The mem-
ber for lrwin disclaimed that and no

wonder.- Thare was certainly nothing
to-. -be proud of in' the Budget
speech.  Whether one looks at it

from a financial or indeed any. other
standpoint,- the conclusion must be come
to that a more mopurnful tale of financial
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failure was never told by any Treasurer
in an Ausiralian Parliament. The Bud-
gel showed that there is already for this
year a deficieney of £241,000, yet, not-
withstanding that, there was not the least
snggesiion to economise or make good the
lecway which has piled up in past years.
And we have been adding to that acen-
mulation in the past few months. It
seems that the only suggestion that the
Government are capable of in the way of
finance is to borrow and spend as quickly
as possible, That has been lhe policy of

fthe past and it looks as if it were going

to he the poliey of the future. One
hardly likes fo think what the position
will be if Lhe money lenders will not go
to the assistance of ile CGovernment in
the future, and there is every probability
of that being the case. I have in mind,
of eourse, the reports we have been re.
ceiving of the Premiers’ conference in

Melbourne. T do not know that the faet
that the Ticaswer way not be able to

borrow money will not be an unmixed
blessing. If we are lo judge by what has
taken place in the past four years

Hon. R. . Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Tn the past 10 years.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: We can rest
assured that no attempt will he made to
economise so long as the Government can
lay their hands on borrowed money. It
will, therefore, be of advantage to the
State it the Treasnrer finds it impossible
to raise any more money. He will then
be foreed to look about and try and earry
on the affairs of the couniry in a busi-
ness-tlike way. The Premier complains
that his Administration have to face an
additional sum of £150,000 for sinking
fund over and ahove what his predeces-
sors had to proivde. It is not so much a
question of what the Premier has to face
as a question of what he is accumulating
for his snccessors. No Treasurer since the
foundation of the Siate has borrowed in
anvthing like the same proportion as the
presenb occupant of the office.  He has
borrowed in a few years the sum of 14
miflion pounds, On that he has not had
to pay one single penny of sinking fund.
That is left to a future Treasurer because
the Sinking Fund, as is provided ander
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the Loan Aects, does not start for four
vears after the eommencement of the
loan. Therefore, the sinking fund on the
14 million pounds is a burden {o concern
a future Treasurer. I had intended to
mention the rather brilliant idea of the
Premier in respect to dealing with the
ginking fund, but that has been dealt
with prelty exhaustively and I think we
not

are likely to lear mnck more
of this absnrd proposal. In regard
to all this borrowing, one would
excuse lhe Government if they had
adhered to some prineiple, but in.
their borrowing and spending they

have departed altngether from the prin-
ciples of their party., They profess to be
a non-borrowing parly. Instead of being
a non-borrowing party they have been a
mad borrowing party and on top of that
have heen weckless in their spending of
the money. Largely, this money has been
spent in Stale enlerprises, It was staled
the olher evening by the member for
Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs) that these
State enterprises form a part of the Gov-
ernment poliey and therefore the Govern-
ment are bound to ecarry them out. Apart
from the loss by spending the money on
State enterprises, this action on the part
of the Government is doing the State m-
calenlable harm hecause it is barring
capital from coming into the State. Any-
ane with sense would not start a trading
concern in Western Australia at the prae-
sent time beeause he would be subjeet to
the unfair eompetition of the State trad-
ing concerns. It would not be so bad
if the trading coneerns were conduected in
a business-like way, but having to com-
pete with expenditure such as has been
eoing on in connection with our trading
concerns, no sane person would atiempt
the task.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is dishonest
competition when they sell below cost.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: Yes; it is
unfair to the country in more ways thao
one. It is dishonest to the country to
reckiessly spend the country’s money
because it prevents outside capital from
coming in and developing the country.
If we do not get more capital and more
population, we shall never advance be-
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yond our present stage. The age of

miracles is not past if there is not a hoge
loss on ihe State trading eoncerns this
year, more particularly the implement
works, judging by the reckless and un-
businesslike way in whieh that concern
has been managed. No abtempt has been
made by the Premier to ceconomise, or
to make ends meet other fhan by
borrowing money and spending borrowed
money where revenue should bhe spent.
We passed a Land and Income Tax
Bill this session and no alteration was
made in the direction of spreading the
burden over the whole of the people.
Years ago we used io hear a great cry
of taxation without representation. Now-
adays it is representation without taxa-
tion. A little while ago a question was,
asked in another place as to how many
names there were on the electoral roll
for the Legislative Assembly. Speaking
from memory the answer given was
190,000. Then the question was asked,
how many persons paid ineome tax and
the answer was something like 12,000.
Roughly speaking, only about 6 per cent.
of the people pay any direct taxation.
We have the excellent example set by
the Imperial Government that everyone
slionld be asked to contribuie in aecord-
ance with his means. The Imperial Gov-
ernment have put up the income tax to
a high rate on high incomes and have
spread the taxation so that everycne will
be able to bear a share in accordance with
his income. We have heard much of the
Government’s request for helpful eriti-
cism. We have been told it is the duty
of every member, whether on the Govern-
ment side or on the Opposition side, to
help the Government. The Government
object to carping ecritielsm. I think it
would be well for the Government to set
the example, if they want our help, by
giving straightforward answers when in-
formation is sought, We find on almost
every occasion that answers are as evasive
as possible and sometimes positively mis-
leading.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: When asked to give
instanees, you always fail
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I will give
instances. The leader of the Opposition
on the 3rd Aungust asked the Premier—

Iz it true that Cabinet have decided
to build a new steamer for the North-
West trade?

The Premier replied—

No, but designs are being prepared
by Sir Jobn Biles for a new steamer to
replace the “Western Australia” and
to provide for the irade in chilled meat,
etc., consequent upon the establishment
of freezing, ehilling and canning works
at Wyndham. The cost cannot be esti-
mated pending the completion of de-
signs,

The Minister for Mines:
fectly true, too.

Hou. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am sorry
for the Acting Premier’s idea of truth.
It was literally true but not true in sub-
stance or in faect.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was not liter-
ally true, bhe sieamer was being built.

Heon, J. D. CONNOLLY: That is so.
The question was whether the Govern-
ment had decided to build a ship and the
answer was ‘“‘no.”

Hon. Frank Wilson:
quibble.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The same
day, according (o the file laid on the table
of the House, a cable message was sent to
the Agent General informing him that it
had been decided to purchase this Diesel-
engine steamer.

The Minister for Mines:
matter alfogether.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: This steamer
was being built and was on the stoeks in
Harland & Wolff's yard at Belfast, and
was approaching completion. It was being
built; yet the Premier came here and gave
a misleading answer and said no steamer
was being built, Yet that very day ihe
Government had eabled to the Agent
General informing him that they had de-
cided in Cabinet to purchase the Diesel-
engine steamer “Kangaroo.”

The Minister for Works: Will not you
believe us when we tell you you are in-
correct?

Hon, Frank Wilson:

That was per-

It was only a

A different

No.
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The Minister for Works: It is an en-
tirely different sieamer. If is not for the
Norith-West coast.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Of course it is.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The hon.
member did not ask whether the Govern-
ment were purchasing or building the
“Kangaroo.” The gquestion was “Have
Cabinet deecided to build a new steamer?”’
The vessel was being built and the Gov-
ernment bad decided on that very day
that it was to be purchased. That 1s
shown by the cable sent to the Agent
General. These negotiations had been
going on for months before. According
to the file, the mafter was under con-
sideration every day.

The Minister for Works:
hefore?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes, during
the whole of July and a part of June, I
think. This oceurred on the 3rd August,
so that il would be at icast one month,
and I think more

The Minister for Works:
steamer ¢

Hon. J. D, CONNOQLLY: The faet re-
mains that it was decided by Cabinet on
the 3rd August to purchase this steamer
and, in reply to the leader of the Opposi-
tion later the same day—the 3rd Angust
—the Premier stated that the Govern-
ment were not building a steamer,

The Minister for Mines: You are con-
fusing two different ships.

Heon. Frank Wilsen: And the Govern-
ment were negotiating with Nevanas to
buy a steamer months before,

Hon, J. . CONNOLLY: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: This is a dif-
ferent ship altogether.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is not; it
is a ship for the North-West trade.

The Minister for Mines: I say it is.

Hon. J. ). CONNOLLY: This is a
Diesel-engine ship, exactly the ome the
leader of the Opposition asked about. The
Premier, by his action, is not merely
flouting the leader of the Opposition but
is flonting Parliament. It is aeting in an
unconstitutional way to enter into nego-
tiations for a purchase of this kind, while
the Heunse is sitting, withont consulting
us. The Government ask for the help of

For months

On that one
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hoit. members and yet in a ease of this
kind, as I shall show presently, when the
House could easily have saved the Gov-
ernment from making a disastrous pnr-
chase, they not only ignored hon. mem-
hevs but gave wmisleading answers to the
guestions asked about it.

The Minister for Works:
correct.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: In order to
show the special pleading put up for the
purchase of this vessel, it has been stated
that it was recommended hy the Agent
General. Now what bappened? The query
put to the Agent General was this—

Confidential inquiry Diesel ship now
considering purehase but do not un-
derstand why we are offered snch a
good commercial ship considering the
state of the market. Plense reply ur-
gently and gei Biles to hold offer open
pending our decision,

The Minister for Works: You do not
object to that.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: It
very pertinent inquiry.

Mr. George: Who is Biles?

The Minister for Works: I wish I had
his brains; I wonld not be here,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Laler on the
Agent General replied—

As vesult of incquiries advised early
Diesel steamers not very satisfactory,
bul later built have proved satisfactory
in every way.

The acting manager of the State Steam-
ship Service, Mr, Stevens, on that tele-
gram satisfied the Government that the
ship offered was in every way suitable.
The Agent General {Sir Mewton Moore)
lias not expressed an opinion on this par-
ticular Diesel ship. He gives a general
opinion on what he has heen advised as
to the possibility of Diesel-engine ships.

The Minister for Works: You wonld
not accept that advice, T suppose?

Hon, J. 1), CONNOLLY : It is not an
answer to the query at all. Tn the first
place he said these Diesel-engine ships
were not quite satisfactory but that the
later ships, from inquiries he had made.

You are not

was a

were, he found, working satisfactorily, -

He was asked “Why are we being offered
apparently this soft snap?” so to speak.
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There was no answer to that. He simply
savs in a general way that these later
Diesel-engine ships are reported as satis-
factory. Jt is passing strange that not
one word is sard to the Agent General in
regard to the price to be paid. He
does not know what is being paid for
the steamer, He is not asked to pet a
check report on the possihililies and the
capabilities of the steamer for the West-
ern Australian trade.

Mr. Taylor: Do you not recognise that
he should exercise caution after the blun-
der in regard to the “Western Australia”?

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: He has ex-
crcised caution, There is a good deal of
Seoteh caution in that answer.

Mr. George: It would not do mmuch

goaod.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: He says,
gpeaking in a general way, that these
Diesel-engine ships were reported for-
merly as not being quite satisfactory, but
later he says they were found to have
been working satisfactorily. There is not
one word abont this so-called bargain at
all. Then Mr. Stevens says to the Gov-
ernment “Will you hesitate any longer
after receiving this sirong recommenda-
tion?” This wanis a great deal of ex-
planation. This is the sort of blunder
which would have been avoided if the
House had been taken into the confidence
of the Government, as it was the duty of
the Government to do.

The Minister for Works: Won’t you
zet on?
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The next

thing on the file we see is that the steam-
er has a draft of 23 fest 414 inches, or,
let us say in ronnd numbers 23, feet.
I asked certain questions,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
figures, 1 suppose?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes. He is
the anthority upon whieh they purchased
the steamer. 1 asked certain questions in
regard to the depth of the water in the
Northern poris, and these are the an-
swers,

The Minister for Works:
all that yesterday.

These are Riles’

We heard
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Hon. J. D. CONXNOLLY: And the
IHouse will hear it again to-day, and
Westorn Australia will hear it to its sor-
row for a good many years to come. The
Giovernment purchased this boat at a cost
of £140,000, and it is & vessel which will
he useless for our trade. We are told that
she iz for the Wyndham Freezing Works
trade, and that she is to take the place of
the “Western Ausiralia,”® Where did the
“Western Ausiralia” trade if not along
the North-West coast?

The Minister for Works: She is not
lo take the place of the “Western Aus-
tralia,”

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY :
fer is shifting his ground.

The Minister for Works: No, I am not.

Hon. 1. 1), CONNOLLY: These are
ihe answers to the questions asked, as
given by the Minister for Mines on be-
half ot the Premier: The depth of the
water at Geraldton is generally 23 feel a
the amter and degroccing down tv 15 Leer
a thousand feet inshore. This boat draws
2314 feet, and she cannet, therefore, go
within many hundreds of yards of the
shore at Geraldton, To begin with, she
would have 414 inches of her keel on the
ground at Geraldton, and it would net be
safe to take her into the harbour at all
unless there was a good 27 feet of water
under her bottom. Ittherefore seems that
she could not go within half a mile of
the Geraldton jefty.

The Minister for Lands: Does she
draw 23 feet whether she is loaded or
not?

Hon. J. D. CONXNOLLY: She would
not draw mueh less when she was not
loaded.

The Minister for Lands: Suppose she
is only half loaded, how much would sha
draw?

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY: Oh, T see
what the Government are driving at.
TUpon my word, this is most amusing.
Here is a Minister putling up an excuse
that they will run the steamer half loade:
so as to get her into the shallow ports
along the coast,

The Minister for Lands: I want you to
tell ugwhat you know about her.

[46]

The Minis-
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Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: I am doing
so. [ am afraid that the Minister knows
very litlle about it when he talks about
running a ship as a commercial proposi-
tion only half loaded and wilh a few tons
in ler botlom in order to gei her into
these ports.

Mr. Tavlor: The greater the load on a
wagon the decper will the wheels sink
inlo the sand.

Hon. J. . CONNOQLLY : I sce the hon.
member’s drift, He infers that the cen-
tre-board of the steamer will get into the
sand. That is what must lave been in-
tended after all. Now we come to the
nest port, and that is Sharks Bay or
Denham. e all know that the ill-fated
“Ioombana’” drew some 19 feet of water,
tot 2314 feet which this new steamer will
draw., The “Ioombana” was in constant
diffteulty all along that eoast, and in ne
place more than at Sharks Bay.

L.r. Male: She stopped there for about
T

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: On several
occasions she remained there an even
longer period. In fact she nearly be-
became a wreck onee or twice, and would
have done so if the weather bad not morl-
erated, Now we come to the next norl,
Carnarvon. 1t is one of the most impor-
tant ports—if not the most important
port—on the North-Western coast. The
answer fo the guestion shows that Car-
narvon has a depth of 18 feet at low tide
and of 22 feet at high tide at the outer
berth, that is, right at the end of the
jetty. Here ngain she will ground to the
extent of 15 inches if she goes into the
Carnarvon jetty, She will have to stand
out a eouple of miles in the roadstead, I
should say., Then we come to Onslow,
where lhere is only a small jetty. It
is an open roadstead and a very
shallow and dangerous port. The
depth  of the water 1% miles from
the jetty, where the steamers an-
chor, is 24 feet at high tide, T have trav-
elled in a steamer up north which drew
anly 16 feet of water. Even this vessel
had diffienity in getting in, and it had
aiso a diffienlty in getting over the mud
banks in the roadstead, yet the Govern-
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ment are going to send in a steamer, or
endeavour to do so, drawing 23% feet
where the depth of water, at most, at high
tide is only 24 feet. 1t 15 impossible for
a steamer of this size to go within miles
of Onslow,

Mr. Hardwick: Perhaps the Govern-
went intend to raise the jetty.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : There is then
Point Sampson which has a depth of 18
teet. 10 36 feet, according to ihe tide.
The steamer could get in there, but
there would be a great difficulty because
she must catch the tide at the full in
order to get in. An ordinary steamer on
the North-West eoast can go in and out
of Point Sampson irrespective of the tide
altogether, That is one advantage now
of that partieular port, At Port Hed-
land we find the depth of the water is 16
feet at low tide and 35 feet at high tide.
That would appear to be all right. Hon.
members must remember that outside
Port Hedland there is a bar. 1 should
say that the ordinary high tide on that
bar never gives a greater depth than 25
feet or 2§ feet. The ouly way, therefore.
that a steamer can get into Port Hedland
is on a high spring tide; that is a few
days in every month. She, therefore, has
to watch these few days in every month
in order to get into Port Hedland. From
there we come {o Broome, the only port
into whieh this ship could enter, and she
conld only do so under great diflieulty
and inconvenience. Tven when we come
to Broome, and Derby and Wyndham
there will be great disadvantages. I think
the rise of the iide in Broome is abont 27
feet; therefore she wonld have to eateh it
at that depth, and if she did not wateh it,
she would not get in at all. She would
only have ahout half an hour to get in
before the tide would hecome too low.
The same thing applies to Derby.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What
Wyndham?
" Hon. J. 0. CONNOLLY: I have not
got that, The depth there is abont 30
fect at high tide,

Hon, Frank Wilson: What is it at low
tide?

about
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : At low tide
the ground is bare, A steamer would
have to get in during a period of balf an
hour. 1f she missed that, she would have
to stand out for several hours.

IHon. Frank Wilson: But she has to
take trade from Wyndham,

Mr. McDowall: 1If she is not intended
for the trade you are all wrong.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : She wus pur-
chased for the (rade, else whal was she
bonght for? The Government purchased
a steamer of 23% feet draught,  That
question has never been submitied so tar
as the papers disclose, to the Chief ar-
bour Master, and the depths of the har-
bours vary approximately from 18 feet
to 22 feet, exeept in the case of Port Hexl-
land where there is a depth al the bar
at high tide of 25 feet; so that we have
a steamer which is utterly useless and im-
possible for the trade between here and
Broome, with the exeeption of [Point
Sampson at high tide, and Derby an/
Wyndham during just ahout an hour on
every day if she was ecarefnl and wateched
the right moment.

Mr. George: How long wonld she take
lo unlead 6,000 tons of material at one
of these ports?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T do nol
know that. Tt would take her a long
time, no doubt. If these facts had oniy
heen referred to the proper authority,
ar if it had been mentioned here in this
House where members have a knowledge
of ihe ports, they would have nsed that
knowledge, and it would have prevented
this steamer becoming a “white elephant”
such as she will become, instead of a
“kangaroo,”

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Xonorary
Minister): Do vou not think that Br.
Stevens has any knowledge of the ports?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T have lhad
some five or six vears’ experience of Mr.
Stevens and believe that he is a capahle
officer, and that he made an excellent sec-
retary for the Harbhour Trust, He is not
a navigator, however, and has nothing to
do with the question of navigating into
northern poris, If the question had been
referred to the Chief Harbour Master
that officer would have shown the fallacy
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of buying the steamer, So far as the
rapers disclose the transactions, it ap-
pears that it was never submitted to him
at all. We have got this steamer and we
have this evidence before us, It was well
known that the “Koombana,” before
she sunk, drew only 19 feet of
waler, and that she was constanily
in trouble along the coast. {In fact.
she was tooc big for the ports into
whieh she had te go. Once out of every
five trips she would get through all right,
bul on the other occasions she would stick
al neap tide in the different ports or on
the bars going in. At Shark Bay and
the other places she could not get along-
side, and she was a losing proposition on
that account. Now we are saddied with
tlis proposition I have just mentioned.
I do not intend to say any more about
this Diesel engine steamer because the
leader of the Opposition dealt with it
eifectively. I mention this point simply
beeause T have a knowledge of the poris
¢f the Morth-Wesl, oud, secing ibe drangihe
of the steamer I confirmed it by asking
the questions to which T received ihese
official answers, They have shown con-
elusivelv that this stcamer wonld be dear
at any price for the Western Australian
irade. She is, in fact, quite useless. She
eannot be used on the Western Austra-
lian trade at all. Tf she had been pur-
ehased for £40,000 instead of £140,000

she would have been dear for the
North-West frade. Tt is impossible

for that steamer to trade along this
eoast. It is passing strange that when
a purchase of this kind has been entered
into the Hounse shonld be flonted, and we
zee the result in the huge blunder which
has been made. T wani to say a word
or iwo now in regard to the Industries
Assistance Ack, on the third reading of
which T spoke the other evening. I owe
an apologv fo the Acting Treasurer for
faving spoken on that occasion becanse,
as he interjected, I should have given
him notice of my intention to speak. I
admit that the hon, genlleman wag right,
but T had no intention whatever of be-
ine discourteouns, hecanse from my experi-
ence T know what is due fo the leader
of the Honse. My excuse is that T had
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intended to mention the partienlar matter
to him bui forgot to do so. I am sorry
if Y caused him any inconvenience. It
was quite unintentional. T want to re-
mind the acting Treasurer of certain
statements that I made on that oeecasion,
and T inlend to repeat them and fo give
some further information, so that the
hon. member when replying, may explain
the posttion to the House, What I com-
plained of was that Part IIY. of the In-
dusfries Assistanee Acl was enacted to
give a free hand fo the Minister to ad-
vance to mining and other industries, It
will appear from the liltle information
that we have that the Government have
done so, ofien in a reckless wayv, cer-
tainly in a very generous, and, it might
be said, an extravagant mamner. We
find that the Government have gnarantecd
an account of a corporation, to the Com-
monwealth Bank, for £50,000. The leader
of the Opposition, in speaking afterwards
inquired on whose behalf this guaraniee
was given, The acting Treasurer said
that it would not be fair to disclose the
name of the person, and he added that
if T would see him privately he would
tell me. T do not want information in
that way. Personally il is of no interest
to me, and I have no desire to learn the
business of other people. Bui as a mem-
ber of this House I have a right to he
aiven this information. TIn regard to the
farmers, information as to advances made
to themn ean be obtained by the wide
world at n cost of threepence. There is
no secrecy abont that. In regard to as-
sislance to industries, it is a special thing,
and if it is found necessary to give a
guarantee of £50,000 fo a corporation, it
must have been given for a very special
purpose, and the eountry, tkrough Par-
liament, is entitled to the fullest inform-
ation in regard to the matter. The acting
Treasurer informed the leader of i#he
Opposition that this guarantee was given
against certain shipping documents and
{imber cut in stack. IHas the Minister
snfisfied himself that that is correct? 1
am eredibly informed that the guarantee
was given to take over an old overdraft
of £40,000 odd from another bank. I do
nol say that that is correct, but it is the
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information which has been given to me.
1 know a lot of people who want finane-
ing like that, and I think the fact ought
to be disclosed, becanse we are all en-
titled to that kind of treatment, and all
onr friends are entitled to it also, and the
banks as well wounld like to be relieved of
doubtful custouiers. It makes one think
when one hears of a guarantee ol this
deseription, What I complained about
the other evening was that when the Min-
ister asked for the re-enactment of the
mensure, he did not give us any informa-
tion about ihe operation of the Act while
il was in forez, We are led to think that
there are other gnarantees, and we sfonld
lrave full information, and we should
know exaetly what liabilities we are taking
on. There can he no excuse for not giv-
ing ihis information to the Homnse, and
stating exactly what security was lodged
against these docnments. It is a mueh
more serious thing to guarantee an ac-
ecount to a third party than to actually
ndvance the amount, beeanse the security
5 out of your hands and the third party
ean treat Lhe seeurity as he likes, and you
come in for the halanee. Therefore, there
is greater risk in such a guarantee than
there is probably in a straight-out ad-
vance. I want to know whether the Min-
ister’s answers, which he gave from
memory the other evening, are correct,
or whether he has looked up the matfer
sinee, as he promised fo do. At the
same time I referred to other advances
and asked that information might be
given in regard io the advances which
had been made in conneetion with the
mining industry.  Another place has
been told that advances made to mining
under the Tudusivies Assistance Act eame
to £37,000.

Mr. McDowall: A mere trifle.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is not a
mere trifle, for this reason: the £37,000
would not be too much if it were ad-
vanced in a legitimate way. By that I
mean if it were advanced under the
Mines Development Aet. That Act was
passed some years ago to assist mining.
We recognised at that time that mining
required special assistance and it was
laid down under that Aect that money
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might be advanced to pioneer wmines.
That measure has sufficed up to the pre-
sent time. We were told when the In-
dustries Assistance Act was passed that
it would be necessary to inelude mining.
1 guestioned {hat, for the reason that the
mining industry had a special Aet of
its own. The Minister for Mines told
us then thai the legmislalion which le
was seeking to pass would be necessary
in order to make advances agaiust ore,
Parliament allowed the Bill to become
an Act, and left to the Minister a free
hand. Now we find that £37,000 has
been advanced. The member for Cool-
gardie interjected that that was a mere
trifle. So it is in the ordinary way, but
it is not a mere trifle when it is advanced
under an Aet which was not primarily
intended for making advances to mining.
The House therefore is enlitled to the
fullest information in regard to that ad-
vance of £37,000. I have adduced some
information in regard to £4,000 advanced
to the Beria Consols mine, about which 1
spoke the other evening. The Beria
Consols was formerly known as the
Lancefield, The old company failed and
it was taken up by the new company,
calling themselves the Beria Consols., The
owners were the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
Firewood Company, or Porter & Co.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who got the ad-
vanee?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Beria
Consols, or Porter & Co. were given the
advance and they closed down the mine
at the end of February.

The Minister for Lands: Are you com-
plaining abont Porter or the Govera-
ment?

The Minister for Mines: Do not for-
get that Porter is vour political hoss: le
i5 the chairman of the Liberal Leagne.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: If that is so
lie has received a pood polifical educa-
tion, and that is a reason why we should

bhe severe with him.

You cannot
political

The Minister for Mines:
say that there was anything
in the loan.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The mine was
closed down by the Beria Consols Com-
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pany at the end of February. The Min-
ister for Mines may contradict me by
saying that it was not closed down, but
by elesed down, I mean that they kept
en a sufficient number of men to man
thé lease.. There was no aciual mining
work being carrigd on.

The
long?

Hon, J. 1. CONNOLLY : Until June.
The advanee was made on the 6th March,
and it was registered on the 24th March.
A new company, the Lancefield, bought
the mine from the Porter Company, and
they took it over on the 17th March., The
reasoun given by the Government for this
advance to the Beria Consols Company
was that it would keep the men on
the mine employed. The Beria Con-
sols company received ilie money after
the mine had actually elosed down and
probably that was not known to the de-
partment. Now we are told in answer
to a question that the seeurity for this
advance is a registered bill of sala nver
two gus engines of 220 horse-power. It
is not good seeurity for £4,000. However,
the bill of sale was taken and the advance
was made on the 6th March, and an the
24th Mareh it was registered. The answer
which was forther given to the question
which was asked in another place was
that the mine was not sold by the Beria
Company but only leased, I say that the
mine was sold. It was sold by the
Beria Company, Iorler & Co., to
the new company, the Lancefield Com-
pany, right out and not leased as
was stated. So that we bhave this
position: The advance was made on the
Gth March, the mine was sold on the
17th March, engines and all, and is now
the property of the Lancefield Co. Yet
the Government were given by Porter and
Co. a bill of sale over the engines; and
it would appear that they sold the en-
gines after receiving the advance and the
bill of sale was registered. I am not
blaming the Government, but T say that
if that is the way the Act is adminis-
tered it is the duty of Parliament to
apprise them of the fact and see that it
is not allowed to go unchecked. If the

Minister for Mines: For how
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Beria Consols Co. have done this they
have done a criminal act.

The Minister for Mines: It is a seri-
ous assertion to say that the president
of a Liberal League has done a ¢riminal
ack.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not
ecare whether he is the president of a
Liberal league or not. I am not talking
about the individual at all.

The Minister for- Mines: I refuse to
believe that Mr, Porter would be guilty
of any sueh charge as the hon. member
makes against him.

Hon, J, T. CONNOLLY: I say (he
Beria  Consols received this advance
and (he Lancefield Company say they
bought the mine on the 17th March, but
that they are not party to the bill of
sale.

The Minister for Mines: It has noth-
ing to do with the Government. On your
showing Mr. Porter has taken down the
buyers. It is between the sellers and
the buyers.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No; they
sold with the mine the engines which
you are being paid for in quarterly in-
stalments. However, I am nol charging
the individual with any wrong doing.

The Minister for Mines: But you are
charging the seller with a very serious
offence.

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY: I am point-
ing out the information we have. I in-
stanced the way in which the £37,000 has
been advanced, and I say on the face of
this it is up to the Government to give
information to the House as to how the
other £37,000 was dealt wilh,

The Minister for Mines : And you
make a charge of dishonesty against Mr.
Porter and his company. ’

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is up to
the Government to investigate it and see
if he has parted with the engines over
which he has given a bill of sale to the
Government. It is not Mr. Torler per-
sonally, but the Beria Consols,

The Minister for Mines: He is chair-
man of directors. ’

Hon. J. D. CONNQOLLY: He is the
representative.
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The Minister for Mines: And accord-
ing to your statement, he has been guiliy
of a dishonest action.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The com-
pany has, and he js the headpiece of the
company.

The Mimster for Mines: I do not think
a president of the Liberal league would
do that.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: 1 hope for
the sake of the couniry it is not so. It
is up to the Government Lo give the
Hoyuse =ome information in regard to the
extravagant way in which these advances
have heen made, because (he House
passed the Aet in good faith to assist in
a flime of wav indusivies that require
assistance.  The Government complain
abont not getting helpful eviticism. When
ihey are {old they are wrong they become
angry, hut they will not give the Fouse
an opportunity of assisting (hem with
helpful erilicisni, hecause they withhold
information, and when the information
is given it is not that which is asked for.
It is a continuouns system of seeret under-
takings and contracts. The same applies
toe ihe old powellising company. Some
time ago I found from answers given 1o
questions asked by me that the powel-
lising agreement is siill in force. T
asked —

In view of the information given by
the Federal Attorney General, doubting
the validity of these patent rights, have
the Government taken any aclion to
test the legality of these assumed patent
righis?

The highest official legal anthority in the
Commonwealth has stated definitely that
there are no pafent rights in eonneetion
with the powellising agreement, ans,
therefore, my question should have been
taken seriously,

The Minister for Lands: Still the Fed-
eral Government are paying the royalty.

Hon, J. D. CONNOTLY: T will come
fo that, The reply was this—

No, in view of the very great douht
of {he success of the issne of snch a
ease.

Tt is a very queer answer, hecause I find
from further answers given to other
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questions, the powellising agreement has
been in force since August, 1913, and up
to the end of last July, one year and
105 months, the Government paid the
sum of £15,387 in royalty, .
The Minister for Lands : The Com-
wonwealth Governmens paid it mostly.
Hon. J .D. CONNOLLY : In reply to a
question you said you had paid that
amount.
The Minister for Lands: We ¢ollect it
trom the Commonwealth Government.
Fon, J. D. CONNOQLLY : It represents
over £8,000 a year. Can it be believed
that (he Government calmly pay £8,000
a vear for this so-called patent of doubt-
ful validity for a donbtful proeess? We
liave it from the Federal Attorney Geu-
eral (hal the validify of the pateni ought
to be tested. In faet he says straighl out
therce are no patent rights at all. Yet oar
CGlovernment. ealmly pay at the rate of
£8.000 a vear voyalty and refuse to
spend o few hundred pounds test-
ing the patent rights, netwithstand-
ing that the Federal Attorney Gen-
eral has said they wmmust succeed if
they try. So mueh for ihe validity of
the patent. But the Federal Government
are equally emphatie as {o the utility of
the process. On 18th August T asked
the following question—

1, Have the Government’s attention
heen drawn to the following statement
appearing in  the T1Fest Australion
newspaper of 4th  Augost, 1915:—
“The Sleeper Contraets for Trans-
Ausiralian Railway.—Testing the Pow-
ellised Karri—Melbourne, Aungust 3.
--That the opposition in the Federal
Parliament to the large eontracts for
powellised sleepers entered into by Mr.
(PMallev when Minister for Home
Affairs was justified has been amply
proved by whai has oceurred since.
Tenders were recently invited by the
Home Affairs Department for a large
quantity of sleepers for use on ihe
trans-Australian  railway, and the
offers of private tenderers for some
63,000 sleepers have been accapied. Ti
has now hecn decided to accept a ten-
der for the balanee of 100,000 sleepers
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from the Western Australian Govern-

ment’s mills, but these are jarrah

sleepers, instead of powellised karri,

as coniracted for by Mr. O')lalley.
Bo the Federal Government do not be-
lieve in the utilily of the thing. They
will not have the karri sleepers, but they
ordered jarrah sleepers, and the Federal
Attorney General says the pafent is not
worth the paper it is written on, and yet
the State Government go calmly on pay-
ing £8,000 a year.

Mr. George: They are under agree-
ment and eannot get out of it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1t 15 £4,000 a
year.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: No, it 1is
£8,000 a year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The minimum is
£3,700. They have to pay that even if
they do not poweilise a single slick of
iimber.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY: That is so,
but as 1 say, since entering inin the a~ice-
Mewi ibe Government have bhad te pay
at the rate of £8,000 per annum for this
voyalty. 1t may he thaf if {be ease were
laken info court the facts would bhe
pleaded of this minimam paymeat and of
the dating of the agreement for three
vears after the patent rights expire, as
an estoppel. -

The Minister for Lands: Do you say
the Federal Attorney General has given
the decision vou quoted?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I have asked
vou whether you were willing to do cer-
tain things, in view of his opinion, ard
you said no, yon would net queslion that.

The Minister for Lands: But yon ave
conveying the impression (hat My,
Hnghes gave that opinion.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Yes, he did.

The Minister for Mines: I think yon
will find that opinion ecame from New
South Wales.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yo, 1 read
it as being from Mr. Hughes.

The Minister for Lands: I know the
opinion first originated in New South
Wales.
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Mr., George: In any case, under the
agreement lhe Government have to nay,
go what is the use of squealing?

Hon, J. D. COXNOLLY: There is
gome use if we can save the couniry
£5,000 a year. We are asked fo suguest
economies. IHere is a saving which, on
the authority of the ¥ederal Attorney
General, ean be made to the extent of
£8,000 a vear. Yet the Government will
not take the cdurse suggesled.

My. George: The agreement must le
adhered to. There is no help for it.

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY : It is the
same with the purchase of this Diesel
ship as with these secret contracts.
The Government act in secret and make
these awful blunders and the country
has to pay for them. There are 70 odd
mermbers of Parliament, exelusive of
Ministers, to govern the country and yet
the financial geniuses on the Treasury
Bench take matters into their own hands
and act in this way.

The BdMuuster for Mines: I have
arranged to hold all future Cabinet
meelings on the Town Hall steps and all
tho public will be there to know what
we are doing.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It would
save the c¢ountry tens of thousands
of pounds if that were done. I do not

intend to delay -the House any further
in connection with these State enter-
prises and secrot contracts.

Mr. Munsie: You seem to be most
concerned. They are not worrying about
them very much here.

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY : The unfor-
tunate part is that the Government are
not worrying. The only thing which
will make them worry will be the with-
holding of loan money when the Govern-
ment will have their noses kept down
to the grindstone.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is the
trouble ; the member for Hannans does
not take his responsibilities seriously.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is
what we all complain off I wish to
say & word now in regard to the treat-
ment of the civil service by the Govern-
ment and by the Public Service Com-
missioner.
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The Minister for Mines: They are not
too badly off.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not
hold sny brief for the civil servants,
but they have been very unjustly
treated. I am not speaking of in-
dividuals but of the service as a
whole. The service has deteriorated
on aecount of the treatment meted out
to it. It has been brought to a pass
which I never expected to witness.
The men in the service to-day are in
fear and trembling of what is poing to
happen. They have no seeurity of
tenure.

Mr. Heitmann : Absolute rubbish !

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY: Itisa positive
fact, and this sort of thing has been going
on for the last two or three years. We
have the latest cass, that of the retire-
ment of Mr. Gale in connection with
which the ¥Monorary Minister is not
anxious to give evidence.

Mr. Munsio: Directly you ask us to
¢lovl ocomomy and we try to do so, &
Svluve vommittee is appointed by another
place.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I am not
speaking of the question of salaries. I
have not & word to say on that point.
I am speaking of the treatment which is
mated out to the service as a whole.
It is a sad day, which has unfortunately
arrived, when the public servant has
reason to believe that his billet depends
upon his political views. This should
never be, and it is sad to think that it
has come about. There are permanent
heads in the different departmen’s, and
there are political heads of the depart-
ments but the permanent heads should
be allowed to carry out the duties of
their offices. - N

Mr. Heitmann : You as a member of
the previous Government should be the
last to speak of political views.

Mr. Hudson: You are on dangerous
ground. :

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not
think I am.

Mr, Heitmann : You struck justices of
the peace off the roll because they were
Labourites. -~ -

Hon. Frank Wilson: He did nothing
of the sort. That is not true.
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Some time
ago I questioned the Premier in regard to
the retirement of Mr. Roe and Mr. Cowan.
I asked whether the Public Service Com-
missioner was personally possessed of
information which made it necessary
in the intercsts of the State to retire
Messrs. Roe and Cowan. What was the
answer ! It was that the Public Service
Comumissioner knew the policy of the
Government. That i3 a nice state of
affairs. It was a very candid admission,
no doubt.

Mr. Taylor: He ought to get an in-
crcase of salary if that is so because he
is the only man in this country who
does know the policy of the Govern-
ment.,

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : I thank the
hon. merber for that little bit of political
information. We are told that in con-
nection with these retirements the Public
Service Commissioner knows the policy
of the Government and presumably acts
upon it. The Public Bervice Aet was
passed to make the public service inde-
pendent. We all weloomed that Act,
because the public servants were to be
made free from political control. The
Commissioner was to stand as a judge
between the Government and the civil
sorvants, and he certsinly acted in that
way during the term of the Administra-
tion of which I was a member. We
never sought to make him act otherwise.
I might instance the appointment of
the presont Commissioner of Health.
The Public Service Commissioner recom-
mended another appointee. T would not
accept it because I wanted Ir. Hope.
The Commissioner sent along another
recommendation and stil I refused.
I did not ask him to appoint the man
I wanted but he followed the procedure
of reporting the matter to Parliament
and, after listening to the discussion,
he came to the conclusion that I was
right and he then forwarded a recom-
mendation that Dr. Hope should be
appointed.

Mr. Heitmann: Dr. Hope was ap-
pointed on the political and social pull
he had.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY :

That is
absolutely unfair. .
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Hon. Frank Wilson: It is 8 cowardly
statemant to make.

Mr. Heitmann: I have made it scores
of rimes and I repeat it.

Hon. Frank Wilson : He is being forced
out of the service now.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The member
for Geraldton has made an unfair and
cowardly statement end one that is
absolutely untrue.

Mr. Heitmann: It is not.

Hon, J. . CONNOLLY : Dr. Hope
was appointed because he was senior
medical officer in the State

Hon. Frank Wilson: And for merit.

Hon. J. D. CONNOQLLY: And he
well deserved and well justified the
appointment. ’

Mr. Allen: He was quite qualified.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I am very
proud that I did not allow him to be
overlooked. The Commissioner pro-
posed to appoint a junior medical
man, from Tasmania and then another
junior here was recommended for the
position. Dr. Hope was the senior
medical officar with lung service to his
credit and was well qualified for the
position.

Mr. Heitmann : He had the qualifica-
tion of old age and of belonging to a
social clique.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Dr. Hope
was between the age of 55 and 60. He
went to England and entered the public
hospitals and took the diploma of public
health end very few of these diplomas
were held in Australia at the time.

Mr. Heitmann : Even you could take
that diploma in six months.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Dr. Hope
proved an excellent administrator. Let
hon. members ask the present Minister
for Health and the present Minister for
Works who previously controlled that
dopartment and they will say the same
thing. I am sorry his neme hes been
brought up because Dr. Hope is a gentle.
man in every sense of the word and a good
and true officer.

Mr. Heitmann: I agree with that.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : An upright
honourable man.

The Minister for Mines :
saying he is not.

No one is
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Hon. J. D, CONNQLLY : Quite so;
anybody who knew him could held no
other opinion, but I am emphasising
this because of a statement made by
the member for Geraldton.

The Minister for Lands: I am not so
well satisfied with his qualifications as
you are.

Mr. Heitmann : His qualifications were
not brought into it.

Hon. J. D. CONNQOLLY : I am in &
better position to judge than the Minister
for Lands because I was very closely con-
nected with him. As a public health
officer I .say he was second to none
in Australia.

Mr, Heitmann : Rubbish !

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I know
nothing about his impending retirement
but I undorstand he is retiring at his
own request.

The Minister for Lands : He is retiring
voluntarily.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
because of ill-{icatment.

Mr, Heitmann: The leader of the
Opposition inferred that he was being
driven out.

Hon. Frank Wilson : 1 said forced out.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I am sorry
Dr Hope's name has been mentioned
at all. I simply referred to him to give
an idea of the attitude adopted by the
Public Service Commissioner during the
Liberal administration compared with
what it is at present. The Public Service
Conmunissioner on thot oceasion sent in a
recommmendation and it was not acecpted
and he sent in another which was not
accopted. If a Minister does not accept
the first recommendation the Commis-
sioner might go on making recommenda-
tions, but eventually the matter is re.
ported to Parliament.

Mr. Heitmann: He could have sent
inn & hundred and you would have stuck
to the one on account of his political and
social pull.

The Minister for Works: He is one of
the best officers we have ever had.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am very
glad to hear that irom the Minister who
until lately controlled the Health De-
partment.

He is retiring
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Mr. Taylor:
forward man.

The Minister for Works :
yoars with him and I know.

Mr. Foloy: Has he been forced out ?

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, Frank Wilson: He resigned be.
cause he could not get proper treat-
mont.

Mr. Heitmann interjected

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : 1 protest
against the member for Geraldton taking
advantage of his position in the House to
repeat these assertions particularly after
we have had from the Minister who until
lately controlled the department such
a testimony to the worth of this officer.

Mr. Heitmann: That does not end
it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY :
a much better position to judge than
the member for Ceraldton.

Mr. Foley: Will you accept
word of the same Minister thet
Hope was not forced out ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Yes, T did
not say that he was forced out.

Mr. Foley: Then reprimand your
leader.

Hon. J. I). CONNOLLY : I am sorry
T mentioned Dr. Hope.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
bound to be mentioned.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : I merely
did it to illestrate my point. The
Public Service Commissioner took up
the correct attitude at thot time, but
1 regret to see irom the answer to the
question I have quoted and from the
Commissioner's roport that he hes be-
eome very flexible in the hands of the
Government. This is not conducive Lo
a good public service.

The Minister for Mines:
found. him flexible where
dealing with him.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The Premier
said the Public Service Commissioner
understands the policy of the Covorn.
ment and acts accordinzly. The Public
Service Commissioner ought not to know
the policy of tho Government. 1 say
without fear of contradiction thet there
is & Jfeeling amongst the civil servants
that upon their political beliefs their

An  honest straight.

I had three

the
Dr.

His case was

1 have not
1 have been

We aro in’
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standing in the service depends. T regret,
that I have lived to see the service
brought to such a pass.

Mr. Munsie: Can you niention half-
a-dozen men in prominent positions who
are Labourites !

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : In looking
through the papers, tabled by the
Honorary Hinister, relating to the instruc-
tion issued by the Commissioner of Police
precluding police constables in uniform
from entering public houses, I noticed
one very sad thing. Evidently there
was some stir inade in regard to Constable
Campbell. The Conunissioner of Police
wrote a pleading letter to his Minister to
this effect—

Aro you going to stand by me ?

I cannot believe that you will not stand

by me and that your politieal helief

will sway you.

1 say there iz no better officer in the
State than the Cormissioner of Police.
I mention this just te illustrate my
point, that evidently that feeling is
running through the service. It is a sad
thing when an officer, occupying the
position of head of & department, should
have to express that feeling. Evidently
that was the fesling.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Is it not the duty of all
officers to ecarry out the policy of the
Covernment in power at the timo ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : It is. But
the mere issue of & regulation is surely
not a policy. This Campbell was a
well known Labourite—at all events he
was at the time—and he should never
havo entored the mind of the Com-
missionor of Police in that respect.
Apparently, however, the matter did
s0 enter his mind.

The Minister for Works : T do not think
it did.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : At all events
he writes to the Hon. Mr. Drew, the
Colonial Secretary, and appeals to him
to stand by him.

The Minister for Lands:
he said.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is not fair
to quote the Commissioner unless you
quote him saccurately. You are liable
to misrepresent his sentiments.

Read what
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not
say he did anything wrong, and I am
not blaming the Commissioner. I merely
wish to show the feoling which is going
through the service. There has heen
cause for that Jecling, No better officer
oXists in the service to.day than the
Commissioner, and if I had been in the
department at the time he was appointed
T should havo beon ready to select him.

Mr. Thomas: No¢ one questions his
being a good oilicer.

The Minister for Minos: You aro
doing him an injustice by saying that he
wrote & pleading letter to lLis Minister.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : It was not
a pleading lottur. He brought it under
the notice of his Minister.

The Minister for Mines:
report to his Minister.
pleading about it.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : From the
minute it appears that the Commissioner
asked the MinisteT, because this man was
a4 Labourite, not to look at it from that
point of view.

Mr. Thomas: He has little to do if
he has to find out what & man’s political
principles are.

Hon. J D. CONNOLLY : I have no
fault to find with the Commissionor of
Police. I say we have an excellent man
in him and we ought to treat him well.

The Minister for Mines: The very
case you are dealing with shows that the
members of the public service are dealt
with on their merite, irrespective of
their political belief. Was Campbell
shown any econsideration hecause of his
politics ?

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY : This is a
case where a head of a department is
directly under the control of the Min-
ister.

The Minister for Mines: And in &
position where the Minister had power
to exercise control, but beeause he was
undser that control, do his actions show
that he was under the influence of the
Minister ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : They do not
show that he was under the Minister's
influence. Be it said to the credit of
the Colonial Secretary, he upheld the
Commissioner as a loyal Minister should

He had to
There is no
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uphold a head of one of his departiments.
But this sort of thing, coming irom a
man like that. is an indication of the
feeling throughout the service.

The Minister for Mines: How can
you fairly say what wag running in the
mind of the Commissioner ? It is not
fair to him.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Read the minute

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : I will not
have words put into my mouth by the
Minister for Mines, I said not a word
against the Comumissionor of Police.
There is no better officer in the State.
I cannot say too much for him. There
is no better Commissioner in Australis.

The Minister for Mines: You said the
Commissioner was afraid he would not
get a fair deal because of the political
influence at the back of the constable.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY :_I undersiand
that he wished that the treatment had
been such that it did not have had to
enter into his mind.

Mr Fgloy . Do you think it did enter
into the Comimissioner’'s mind ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I do.

Mr. Foley : How do you know that ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : It is in the
minute.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
the minute ?

Mr. Foley :

Have you road

I have.-

- Hon. Prank Wilson: Then read it
again.

Mr. Tolev: 1 saw nothing pleading
about it.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : I do not

intend to say very much more on this
question. 1 had intended 60 say & good
deal in regard to the Perth trams.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
Perth-Fremantle Road ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: We will
have that brought up later on. Wae were
told that we were going to have an

increasad service and all sorts ol other
henefits when the Government purchased
the trams. 1t was nct my fault, so
far as iy vote was concerned, that
the trams were even purchased at all.
It was a sad day for the country when
thay were purchased by the Government.
They bought the scrvice at too high a
price, ard it is worse now than when the
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Government first took it over. The
roads and streets are in a disgraceful
condition. The c¢ompany kept them
up, but now there are holes along the
track which would break the springs of a
motor ¢ar in the main street of the City.
I want to speak about the deviation which
was made by taking one of the tramlines
into Mucray street. The expenditure of
£13,500 was, in my opinion, quite un-
warranted. There is a certain smount
of repairing which could have been
effected along the track, which would
have cost a groat deal less, and preserved
the track for many years. What T
do complain about is the discourtesy
-of the Gtovernment and the Minister for
Mines, who was then acting Premier, in
regard to this same matter. A petition

containing  the signatures of 13,000
people was presented to him.
Mr. Munsie: And many of these

people lived in my electorate.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : This petition
was signed by people who opposed the
moving of the trams. I saw the Minister
on numerous occasions. He was very
nice and courteous up o a certain point.
This was & genuine petition, and to my
own knowledge it could have heen
added to by another thousand names.

Mr. Bolton: At so mnch a hundred.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : After the
petition had been presented I was shown
lists containing many hundreds of names
which had been collected but not in-
¢luded in the main petition. The peti.
tion was got up in a very easy fashion
and yet we find that it contained no less
than 13.000 signatures.

Mr. Munsie: Every employoe in the
shops in Hay-street was asked to sign.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: These
people protested against the tramline
being shifted out of Hay-street. The
Hay-streot-West poople will be practically
without any trams going to town ab
all. No one living on the south side of
the line in Hay-street-Weost wonld take
the trouble to walk to Murray -straet in
order to catch a tram to town, but would
invariably walk to the city instcad. As
a matter of fact, by the time the people
have taken the tram along Murray-street
and up Pierstreet they would be able
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to walk to town in half the time. People,
unfortunately, do not realise the incon-
venience to which they will be put. At
any rate 13,000 people protested against
it. During the time that the petition
was being drawn up I was taken ill and
had, to go into a hospital and undergo an
operation. The member for West Perth
(Mr. Allen) very kindly undertook to take
the deputation to the Minister for Mines
on my behalf, and to present the petition.
Up to that point I have no complaint
to make against the Minister. He spoke
fairly and nicely, but it ended with these
fair words. Theso petilioners were never
given an answer to their prayer. They
were told that the matter would be con-
sidered, but a little while after the
work was gone on with, notwithstending
the fact that 13,000 people sent in this
request. They were not even given the
courtesy of an answer. The member
for West Perth was not given an answer,
either, The work was gone on with
and no more was said about the matter.

The Minister for Mines: The hon,
member will hardly put that down to
want of courtesy, beeause Ministers
cannot follow up all the correspondence
and the files. When they give a Cabinset
decision on a matter they expect their
responsible officers to convey the decision
to those conecerned. The requisition of
the petitioners was fully considered.
Cabinet gave a decision upon it and T
could not follow up thae files to see that
a formal reply was given. Ii no reply
was given it was due to neglect on the
part of the officers of the departiment
in that they did not convey the decision
of Cabinet to the parties concerned.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I do not
think I have expressed myself too
strongly in the circumstances. It was
not very fair treatiment to accord to the
petitioners, or the momber introducing
the deputation.

The Minister for Mines: One c¢an
hardly be expected to kecp track of
every lettor that comes into the depart-
ment.

Hon. J.D. CONNOLLY - Ido not say
that the Minister can keep trauck of every
letter. If a deputation, which vitally
affects thousands of people, is presented
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to a Minister, who listens to their argu-
ments, and if they are not given a reply,
it is no answer to say that the Minister
cannot keep track of every letter that
goes through his department.

The Minister for Mines: As a matter
of fact it was outside my department.
Was 1 expected to ring up the Railway
Department and ask them if they had
written to the hon. member ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Tho deputa
tion was introduced by a member of
Parlisment to the Minister. As a mem-
ber of Parliament representing his con-
stituency the member for West Perth
had an absolute right to get a reply to
the requests which he preferred on behalf
of the deputationists. But neither he
nor the 13,000 people who signed the
petition received either directly or in-
directly a reply. That is the sort of
treatment which is meted out to us
outside DParliament. I have already
instanced the treatment that we receive
inside Parliament.

The Minister for hiines: If is a petty
thing to bring before Parliament at
all.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I do not
think so. Is it a petty thing to com-
phin of the treatment accorded to a
deputation which is presenting a peti-
tion ?

Hon. Frank Wilson: It has been
rampant for the last four ycars.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : 1 protest
against it on behalf of the people I
ropresent, and on behalf of the people
represented by the member for West
Perith, who was good enough to take
the business on for me.

The Minister for Mines: You have no
cause to complain about the treatmont
you have received from me. I will not
put myself out quite so mueh in future.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You will be put
out all right.

Hon. J. . CONXOLLY : The Min-
ister should not get angry because I
have drawn attention to what was a
serious oversight.

The Minister for Mines: It is a petty
thing to complain about In connection
with & Budget speech. It has great
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relation to the financial position of the
State. .

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : {It was un-
necessary expenditure to lay out this
£13,000 on the deviation, ospecially
when the Government had no money
for really necessary works. Although
they should be studying economy they
have incurred this unnecessary expendi-
ture and caused great inconvenience to
the people, when the money could have
beon spent in the metropolitan area in
extending the tramway routes to the
suburbs and thus bringing more revenue
to the State, besides making the trams
a better paying concern. And yet we
are told that this has no bearing on the
financial position of the State.

The Minister for Mines: Not to reply
to a letter has & great bearing on the
financial position of the State, X sup-
pose.

Mr. Foley : A number of my electors
signed that petition but have nct cow-
plained. )

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : There was
another deputation which waited on
the Premier in connection with the forma-
tion of a water board for the metropolitan
area. The Premier made a very candid
admission during that deputation. Wao
pointed out to him that our request was
that a board should be formed and that
the then position was that it was taxa-
tion without representation. The candid
statement which the Minister mado
was that he wanted the profit kept
for water supply on the goldficlds and
elsewhere. .

The Minister for Mines: There is no
profit anyhow.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I will tell
tho Minister what profit there is.

The Minister for Mines: I will tell
you.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : According

to the answer given by the Minister
himself when I asked a question as to
the working oxpenses, sinking fund,
etc., there was a profit of £12,000 a year.

The Minister for Mines : For one year ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOQLLY :- That was
for last year.

The Minister for Mines : Which is more
than balanced by the loss on another
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year. As a matter of fact we are on
the wrong side to the extent of owver
£2,000 on the two years’ operabions.
That iz all the profit wo have made.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : If you take
these items on the Estimates, ailocation,
interest and sinking fund, we find that
the figures given by the Minister are not
correct.

Sitting suspended from 6- 15 fo 7- 30 p.m.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Before tea
I was making some remarks on waler
supply and sewerage in fhe metropoli-
tan area. A short time ago there waited
on the Premier a deputation eonsisting
of members representing the metropoli-
tan area——

The Minister for Wonks: Only a por-
tion of those members.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Excluding
Fremantle.
The Minister for Works: Fremanile

is in the metropolitan avea so far as
sewerage is concérned.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The deputa-
tion waited on the Premier to urge him
to permif the appointment of a water
and sewerage board for the meiropoli-
tan area. The deputalion pointed oul
that it was extremely unfair and un-
Just that wafer supply and sewerage for
the metropolitan area should he adminis-
tered solely by departmental officers,
since those officers spend local rates.
It was contended that this was equiva-
lent to taxation without representation.
The deputation urged, and rightly, that
there should be a metropolitan water and
sewerage board here just as there is in
the other Australian States, so that the
people whose money is heing spent may
have some voice in the expenditure. On
that oceasion the Premier made a most
candid admission. First of all he ad-
mitted that a good profit was derived
from water supply and sewerage in the
metropolitan area, and then, with much
candour, he went on to state that he
needed this profit in order to maintain
smaller water works elsewhere, That is
a grave injustice to the people of
the metropolitan area. It praetically
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amounts to their rates being used for
the upkeep of.-some other water supply.
The Government wight just as well take
the rates of the ecity of Perth and apply
them to the upkeep of some other town.
The Premier’s admission in itself affords
Justification for the creation of a board
sueh as 1 bhave suggested. Heeently 1
asked the Minister for Wuter Supply
certain questions in regard to working
axpenses, interest, and sinking fund in
connection with his department. The
reply was that after allowing for in-
terest, sinking fund, and working ex-
penses, the aceonnts still showed a sur-
plus of £12,000 for the last {inancial
year. The allocation of interest and
sinking fund shown in the sheets fur-
nished with the Hstimates, however,
gives entirely different figures for the
metropolitan  area. The difference
amounts to £28,000. 1t those figures
had been given in answer to my ques-
tions, the profit shown would have been,
not £12,000, but £40,000.

The Minister for Lands: Thai differ-
ence is due to the old debentuves under
the late board.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: I eannot
quile follow that, becanse the sheet shows
the allocation of interest:

The Minister for Lands: The accounts
in connection with the metropolitan area
are kept absolutely separate and dis-
tinet. They are not connected in any
way with the accounts for other areas.
That is eompulsory nnder the Act.

Hou. J, D. CONNOLLY: The two sets
of figures do not coincide.

The Minister for Lands: I think yon
will find that the difference is duc to the
old debentures.

Hon. J, D, CONNOLLY: A{( all
cvents, the figures show a profit, and
that profit should be used for the exten-
sion of the metropolitan scheme. The
residents  of the metropolitan area
are charged certain rates for certain
serivées. The QGovernment have no
right to charge for those services
more than they are worth, and
spend the surplus in other parts of the
State. I trust the Government will see
the justice of ereating a water and
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sewerage board for the metropolitan
area, so that the people may administer
their own affairs in this respect. Tien
there would be less reason for complaint
in regard to the connections. T do not
intend to touch that phase of the ques-
tion {o-night. I am speaking only on the
adwinistration of the department. T do
not propose to say anything further ex-
cept to repeat that we private members
are prepared to help the Government in
every way; but I elaim that we have not
been given the opportunity—in fact,
quite the reverse. When we sought to
give the Governwment aid in the form of
criticism, we were not afforded tlie neces-
sary information. Indeed, what infor-
mation has been given us has been mis-
leading, and therefore we have not heen
granted the opportunity of helping fhe
country to the extent we should like in
these needful times.

Mr, NAIRN (Swan) [7.33]: What I
have tu say ihis evening will be brief.
7 wish to emphasise a remark male by
the Premisr in iutroduemg the Budget,
tliat the principle which wounld be ob-
served beyond all others by the Govern-
ment was economy, that eronomy would
ke the dominant note of thise Budgei.
With others, 1 have looked almost in vain
for anything in the Estimales which
would hear out thai statement, and tend
iowards economy. What has struck me
inost forcibly is the faet thar only three
dapartments show economies in  these
listimales, One of those depactments is
that of the Minister for Lauds, where,
clearly, economy was unavoidable, In
the lands Department, economy was
foreed upon the Minister, even in the face
of whalever ecourse he might bave wished
o take,

Mr. Green: That is right,
famt praise.

My. NATRN: I do not think my state-
ment is unfair.

The Minister for Lands:
could have done it.

Mr. NAIRN: I never use that epithet,
and althongh I frequentiy differ with the
Abnister for Lands I do nof by apy means
look upon him as a fool, T hope he re-
ciprocates that sentiment.

Damn with

Any fool
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Mr, Green: The Minister will not com-
mit himself,

Mr, NAIRN: It does seem singular,
however, that whilst last year we had an
abounding revenue, the second highest in
the history of the State, it was not pos-
sible to bring out something in the nature
of a closer balance than Ministers have
laid before the Committee. In connec-
tion with the Estimates for the current
year, a record revenue iz anticipated—-a
higher revenne than Western Australia
has ever yei known. Notwitlstanding
that prospeet, and notwithstanding the
promised principle of economy, there is
a further deficit estimated of aboui a
vquarter of a million. That fact almost
goes [o prove thaf Ministers have lost
control of the finances, that they cannot
keep expenditure within proper limits,
that they do not know how lo euc their
coat according to their cloth. T shall not
elaborate on the question of finance, which
I think has been exhsvstivzly jaboured.
Wheiner any good will result from the
eriticism that has been offered is in my
opinion very doubtful. There are one or
two matters I wish to speak on. First,
L shall be glad if the Minister for Works
will be kind enough to inform me what
arve the proposals of the Government in
regard io the construction of that very
necessary fruit market in West Perth.
The Minister will remember that some
seven or eight months ago a deputation
waited npon him and laid before him sug-
zestions with whieh he entirely agreed.

The Minister for Works: I have not re-
ceived a deputfation on that subject. It
was the Minister for Agrieultore.

Mr. NATRN: The Minister for Agri-
eulture was very syvmpathetic towards the
views of the deputation. I think he
saidl that he had anticipated what the
deputation intended to lay before him.
Turther, he stated thai an officer had
heen deputed to visit the Eastern Statesx
for the purpose of making exbaustive in-
quiries as to the lalest methods of con-
ducting fruit markets, The officer in
question was dr. Hardwick. As the mat-
ter is of the greatest importance fo the
people who are following the very large
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industry of fruit growing, I shall be glad
to kuow what progress has been made.

The Minister for Lands: That infor-
mation will be given on the Agricultural
Estimates. It is hardly a matter for the
general discussion,

Mr. NAIRN: It may not be; but, un-
fortunalely, from what I am sble to
gather as the resnlt of glancing through
ihe Estimates, no appropriation is pro-
posed for the froit market.

The Minister for Lands: T eannot hold
out any hope of an appripriation, but it
will be on the Loan Estimates if it goes
anywhere.

Mr. NAIRN: I am not in any way
censuring the Minister. I am merely
secking information on an important sub-
jeet. There is a valuable piece of land
in West Perth lying idle, to a large ex-
tent unused, whereas the ereetion of a
fruit market on that land would have a
beneficial effect on the cost of living for
many people as well as affording betier
opportunities for the growers to market
their produet. If the Minister can as-
sure us that he is still in the same frame
of mind as he was when the deputation
waited on him, I feel certain that assw-
anee will be muach appreciated by fruit
growers, Next I wich to refer to the Water
Supply and Sewerage Department. The
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)
wns undoubtedly on solid ground when
he said that it was net fair to the publie
that they should not be furnished with
estimated costs of work by the depart-
ment. TUp to the present I have not
heard anvthing in the nature of a sonnd
argument why an estimate should not
be supplied to any person desiring to
utilise (he department’s services. Apart
from any consideration for the private
contractor, the present sysiem un-
donbiedly places the housebolder in an
unenviable position, inasmueh as he is
compelled to enter into a confract with
the department for work without any
knowledge on his part of what the actual
cost of the work will be. More than that,
he bas some hesitation in aceepting a con-
fract from a private cootractor because,
T understand, the work has to be passed
and approved by an inspector of the de-
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partment, and he is compelled to work
along the lines insisted upon by the de-
partment. I think it is fair, therefore,
that an estimate should be given, and if
that were done it would get rid of a great
deal of the eriticism which has been lev-
elled against the departmeni. I want to
refer to my own private experience in
regard to this department and (o stale
that it was very satisfactory, I found it
necessary to have my house conneeted
with the sewerage system, and T was per-
foctly salisfied with the good service
which was rendered by the department, I
deprecale the general statement which is
made that the average worker engaged
by the Water and Sewerage Department
does uot render a-falr day’s work, We
have heard that eonsisfently, and beeause
of that T made it my buosiness to keep an
eve on the men who were working on my
premises, and I ean assure ihe Commitlee
that they gave ns fair and as reasonable
an account of themselves as one could ex-
peck.

The Minister for Lands: There are
more than 10,000 hounses conneeted with
the system, .and we have heard of only
ong complaint and it refers to the house
in West Perth which has heen referved to
by the member for West Perth and many
others.

Mr. NAIRN: T think the member for
West Perth was justified in  bringing
under nolice the question of that parfi-
cular house. 1 think he was compelled
ta do that, because a mistake was appar-
enily made, Evervone will agree that the
charge whieh was levied against the owner
of that hoase was out of all proportion
to {lte services rendercd.

The Minister for Lands: It was the
elass of work whieh was put into it and
the standard of malerial which was res-
ponsible for the high cost, and the frouble
was that both were out of keeping with
the value of the house, nnd a dispute
arcgse as to who ordered the work to be
done on such a lavish seale,

Mr. NATIRN: That would to some ex-
tent, then, aceount for the high charge
which was made for the work. In big
undertakings, however, mistakes are
bound te happen, but there is no reason-
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able argument or good ground to advance
as to why the Governmeant should be ex-
empt from giving an estimate in the way
that a privale contractor would he ealled
upon to do. While on this department I
also desire to bring under the uotice of
the linister the question of the issuing
of rate notices to the public. I Jdo not
want to cast an aspersion on the Min-
isior, because I think what T am about to
complain of was done even before ilie
present Minister Look office. My ecomplaint
is in regard 1o the manner in which ihe
public are approached for ihe payments
of their rates to the Depariment. Tt
is a posiiive insult to the people lo be
threatened with legal proceedings for the
recovery of the rates before the rates ars
aetually due. I do not know who is the
aunthor of this attitude, bui it iz certainly
very improper, and quite useless too, If
& person connected with a private enler-
prise attempted to do sueh a thing with
regard to his customers, what would be
said of him? T would like the Minister
Lo exercise his infvence in connection with
this matter, becanse il is nothing short
of an insult to be threatened with legal
proceedings before an account hecomes
die, T would also like to refer to the
Canning reservoir. The construction of
that work has, heen delaved becanse of
reasons over which the Minister ean have
no control. At the same time, consider-
able hardship and a great amount of in-
eonvenience is occasioned to those people
who are setfled on the catchment ares.
That area has heen marked on the plan
in a manner, as far as T ean see, wilhout
any consideration or regard to the people
who Jive there. T would like the Minister
to bear in mind that some consideration
should be given to those people instead
of allowing them to he eomlinually har-
assed. Tt is almost impossible for them
to get a public convenience of any kind.
A cemestery was asked for by them the
other day, and it was pointed out that the
proposed site, although it was marked on
the eatehment area, was in such a position
that the water wonid not find its way
from it into the catchment area or any-
where pear it. But because the site hap-
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pened to be on the caichment area the re-
quest for that very necessary institution
was refused. I want to refer to some re-
marks which werc made by the member
for Williams-Narrogin {(Mr, E. B. John-
ston), He eomplained of the loss of lhe
(Contro! of Trade in War Time Act. I
want to express my opibion on that, as 1
did the other evening, that nolwithstand-
ing the fact that I regret the measure has
heen lost, T helieve that the loss was
brought abhont by the action of the Min-
ister in refusing to listen to a reasonable
request which- was laid before himn, The
cost of administering the Act was far in
excess of the value of the services ren-
dered, although I admit that very useful
services were rendered by the members of
the hoard, but to have it loaded, as it vn-
doubtedly was leaded, with an incubus of
£2,000 for salaries alone, was sufficient '
justification for the rejection of the meas-
ure. The administration of a similar
measure in New South Wales was only
£1,500, and that expenditire aboui cov-
ered a period of 12 months,

Mr. Heitmann: That does not include
the salary of the judge.

Mr. NAIRN: The total expenditure
of the Commission was £1.500 and it dealt
with a pepulalion of over a million and
a-half people.

The Minister for Works: Population
does not cowne in. They must keep the
same number of articles.

Mr. NAIRN: Yes, but they are dis-
{ributed in so many parts of the State.
"The measure which we have jusl Jost was
undoubtedly costing this State four or
five tines as mueh as s=hould have been
the case, The administration of it should
have been the work of one intelligent
man.

The Minister for Lands: Parliament
stipnlated that there should be three. We
would never have got it through if we
had sugzested one.

Mr. NATRN: The Minister has no
right to make that statement. because
there was a conscientions dezire to see the
measure re-enncted.

The Minisier for Lands: You c¢annot
say there was a general desire, because
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the leader of the Country party opposed
it straight out.

Mr. NAIRN: He opposed it because
it was overloaded with unneeessary ex-
pense. So far as the general principles
uof the Bill were eoncerned, I do nob think
lie expressed himself against them, Tlow-
ever, 1 regret that the measure has been
lost, but I ean only say unhesitatingly
that it was lost because of the conduei
of the Minister,

The Minister for Lands:
of the Minister? -

Mr. NAIRN: The want of tact on the
part of the Minister. Perhaps that is
the best way to put it. T was oue of those
who pointed out that the measure was
essentiol, in faet imperatively essenliai,
but that it should not be weighted down
with excessive cost. The Minister would
not ngree to the slightest concession, nor
would he listen to a proposal to treat
the measure from a business-like point of
view; in other words, that the cost of
administration should be reduced to with-
in the range of common sense. The mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) made a
speeeh last evening which did bim credit,
and which was appreciated by most mem-
hers, and in the course of his remarks
he said that the Labour parly were in
favour of the appeintment of a public
works committee to report and inguire

The conduct

upon the proposed works which were
likely to cost more than £20,000. To a
large extent, [ approve of that prin-

ciple, but it is in contradistinetion to the
attitude of the Ministry with regard to
expendiure of publie funds in hig matters.

The Minister for Tonds: One of ihe
first Bills we introdueed was that for
the appointment of a public works com-
mittee,

Mr. NATRN: If the Ministry had pro-
ceeded on the lines that they Taid down
when they introduced that Bill we would
not to-day be face to face with the ex-
penditure of £140,000 on a steamer in
repard te the purchase of which no one,
except the Ministers themselves, was con-
sulted. The principle eontained in 1he
idea of a public works eommittee is 2
good oné. and if my memory serves me

[ASSEMBLY.]

correetly, the committees, wherever they
are 1n existence in other parts of Aus-
tralia, are doing good work. The attitude
which the Ministry has adopted of late
in regaid to the expenditure of large sums
of money renders it essential that we
should have such a commiitee in exist-
ence, The I’remier has not given tle
Opposition a fair deal in connection with
the expenditure on State enferprises. At
the beginming of the session it was pointed
out, or we might say it was insisted upon
by the Premier, that he would, withont
any reservation, claim the. assistance of
the Opposilion in any wabter of emer-
ceney which might arise. Thaf in itsell
was  sulfietent  to  disarm  opposilion
vr hostile eriticism. The attitude
whiell lias been adopled by practically
the whole of the Opposition towards

the Government has been all that the
Government  could have desired, and
the Government in doing their part

should have {aken 1he House into their
conlidence. 1[ il is a matter of give and
take, it is not fair to expect that all the
giving has to come from {he Opposition
side, while all the taking is on the Min-
isterial side. So far as we are enncerned,
we ecan fairly elaim to have fulfilled onv
part of the eontract conscientiously and
completelv.  Another matter T want to
refer to was spoken on by the member
for Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stabbs) last
night, and T believe on ealmer reflection
that lion. member was sorry for his un-
forlunate and absurd outburst. T regret
Ihat the hon. member is not here, because
it was so striking a contrast to what has
becn the general atmosphere of the
Hounse that T am sure it was very litlle
appreciated by those who had the mis-
fortune to hear it. Tle regretied that the
Fegislalive Conneil had rejected the Con-
iral of Trade in War Time Bill. That T
approve. He also informed us that a
numher of husiness firms, politieal sup-
norfers of the Opposition, had bheen re-
dueing the wages of their lowest paid
emplovees and had, on the expirafion of
certain Arbitration Court awards. dis-
discharged their senior hands, T will nol
2o so0 far as to say that the statement is
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quite ineorrect, but most cerlainly one
portion of it is entirely wrong and mis-
leading, namely that part in which the
hon, member declared that those people
who had (aken advantage of our eircum-
stances to reduce the wages of their em-
ployees were necessarily supporters of
this side. The member had no
authority and no justification for making
such a stalement. I believe the actions
of members on this side have been just
as consistent as those of members on the
Jinisterial side in respect to the ques-
tion of wages, and I believe that mem-
bers on this side will stand by that
tribunal which has been ercated for the
protection of the workers even longer
than will members on ihe Ministerial
side. An aspersion such as was made by
the member for Sunbiaco in regard to
members on ihis side s wrong and im-
proper and does not do the hon. member
any credil. However, some People can-
not help these unfortunate spasms.

The Minister for Lands: The state-
ment the hon. member made is absolutely

hon.

correct. There have heen wholesale dis-
missals and  wholesale reduections in
wages.

Mr. NAIRN: I admit there are many
reople in the community who will use
any opportunity in order fv better their
|ositions af the expense of others. But
lo say thal those people are exclusively
associated with one political party is
absolutely unfair. 1 admit there ave
many people who have done these things,
hut 1 do nol think that even the Minister
for Lands will say that we have an ex-
clusive monopoly of them among the sap-
porters of ibis side. Tt is one ot the
unfortunate aspeets of human nature
that some men will use any opporliunity
to hetier themselves al the expense of
others, but there is no monopoly of that
sort of thing among our supporters, and
if ihe Minister meant to confirm the
member for Subiaco to that extent, 1
resent it, and I tell the Minisler thai he
also has no justilication for making such
a statement. ’
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The Minister for Lands: Speaking
generally, the employer class is on your
side and tbe labouring class on this.

Mr. NAIRN: That may be so, but
speaking generally, the employer class
are not of ihat class mentioned by the
memher for Subinco. The average em-
ployer has just as fair a sense of justice
as the average employee,

Mr, Thomsgon: More.

Mr., NAIRN: I will not say that. I
think the sense of justice does not belong
1o any partieular section, whether em-
ployers or emplovees, Labour, Liberal,
or Country party. The aspersion cast
on this side by the member for Subiaco
is quite out of keeping with and is in dir-
ect contradiction of the sentiment which
has permeated the Flouse during the whole
session. For making use of the remark
he did T think ihe lion, member ought
to he ashamed of himseif.

Mr. Green: Fle might have thonght it
was quite true.

Mr. NAIRN: T will coneede that.
Even the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Green) thinks he is right somelimes. But
that does not prove anything. 1 am pre-
paved (o bhelieve that the member for
Subiaco thoughl he was right, although
as a matter of fact he was quite wrong.
1 do not desire to take up unnecessarily
the time of the Iouse, becanse 1 realise
the tremendons task before the Govern-
ment; but in view of the treatment which
has been meted ont to the Government, ex-
pressive of a general desire to assist them
during this time of stress, T think it is
only fair that that treatment should be
reciproeated,

The Minister for Works: What more
can we do for you?

Mr. NAIRN: I am speaking of fhose
things which mean so much to either
party. of eontracts seerctly made.

The Minister for Lands: Whal
made seeretly?

Mr. NAIRN: I meniioned one a few
niinules ago. Surely the Minister does
not require to he reminded of it. Were
they all counted uwp you have not
fingers enough on both bhands to tally

was
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them.
ghip.
The Minister
not secret,
Mr. NAIRN: 1t was seeret so far as
this IMouse was conecerned, and that is all
T am complaining of.

1 referred to the purchase of a

for Lands: That was

The Minister for Lands: Then every
administrative aet is a secret.

~ My, NAIRN: An administrative act of

the magnitude of thai one should not he
secret from either the House or the coun-
try. That is my opinion, and T will stiek
to it. T have no desire o east any asper-
sion when T use the word seeret. 1 do
not mean that neeessarily any wrong has
heen done by those dealings, but 1 feel
that we should have been iaken into the
confidence of Ministers. The principle
is wrong. And in saying this, not only
am T expressing the unanimons opinion
of this side, but I am expressing also the
opinion of many members on the Minis-
terial side, where there is to he found
almost as much dissatisfaction as exists
here. This dissatisfaction has been
vented almost continually by Ministerial
supporters, with the exception perhaps
of the member for Subiaco (Mr. B. J.
Stubbs) and the member for Hannans
{Mr. Munsie), who are prepared to fol-
low the Ministry along the darkest road
they care to take.

The Minister for Works: They know
there is no danger of gefting into dark
places when they follow us,

Mr. NAIRN: If the Minister does nof
like “dark I will say “devious.” It is
not earping eritieism. Tt is an opanion
unanimously held on this side and almost
unanimonsly on the Ministerial side.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Do you nof reengnise thai we
conld not deal publicly in regard to that
ship?

Mr. NATRN: T am not snggesting that
Ministers should have laid down their
cards to the whole world, bnt I say an-
thority shonld have been asked from this
House to permit of the purchase of a
ship at a priece of £140,000.

Mr. George: Do they nol require some
anthority for ocean trading?
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Mr. NAIRN: Possibly they do, but I
am only emphasising the necessity for the
Government meeting our general dissatis-
faction, unless indeed they are looking
for fight. 1 am a comparatively young
member here, and 1 may be permiited to
express my apprecialion of the generous
and kindly (reatment meted out to me
by individual members of the Ministry.
I wish to add that whatever eriticisma T
may have made was not made in a per-
sonal sense. In conelusion let me repeat
that if the Government desire from ns
that assistance which scems to me essen-
t1ial at the present time, they should ex-
tend their confidence to the House.

Mr. GREEN (Knlgoorlie) [810]: I
would like to remind the leader of the
Opposition that on this occasion he has
neglected to use a favourite phrase of
his with which he has made us familiar
in a long series of Budget and Address-
in-reply debates. This year he has ne-
glected to tell us that the ship of State
is drifting on the rocks.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
roeks. 1 am becoming
the salaries now.

Mr. GREEN: On a memocrable ocea-
sion in Kalgoorlie T heard the leader of
the Opposition refer to the ship of State
in a very different way, At that time he
himself was at the helm and so he re-
ferred to the ship in these terms—

She is on Lhe
coneerned about

Sail on, Sail on, Oh ship of State!
Sail on, Oh Union, grand and great!

It seems to me the leader of the Opposi-
tion takes an entively different view of
ihe ship of State according to whether
or not he s the eaptain. Just now the
pilot has been dropped, and consequently
the ship of State is drifting on the rocks.

Hon. Frank Wilson: She 1is there.
hard and fast.

AMr. GREEN: He complained that the
Treasnrer had offered no practical solu.
tion, that he had not told how economy
was to be effected.  We might expect
from the leader of the Opposition some
constructive eriticism, something besides
the nmegative and the destruetive.  The
leader of the Opposition has been Trea-
snrer upon oceasions. I will not say just
how suceessful he was in that position.
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It is hardly necessary to remind him that
he had deficits, and that in normal times.
But if he was in earncst in regard to the
ship of State, he might have given the
Government some suggestion to help
them in this time of financial stress. Not
only do we have this continual criticism
from the Opposition, but the Labour party
i5 in a different position from that of any
other party in this regard. All over the
Commonywealth, in faet all over the world
they have to fight the combined Press.
That is a pretty big contract to take in
hand.  Nolwithstanding the Honorary
» inister's disposition to belittle the
power of the Press I recognise that the
"Press wields an immense inflaence. In
this Stale, for instance, there is one news-
paper, eoloured pink, the proprietor of
which has left the Chamber for a mo-
ment. That paper roes into mosi farm-
ers’ homes, and the members of the
Country party mill hear me onb when ¥
say that those farmers, working hard, have
no time to read extensively what is going
on in Parliament, and so, because of that
paper, a considerahle amount of miscon-
eeption prevails anongst the farmers in
regard to the work of the Government.
Therefore the power of the Press is some-
thing to fight. If the daily Press were
such that the present Governmeni at
times received some credit, and at other
times received just criticism, there would
be no room for complaint, but on any
and every oceasion, not only hostile eriti-
cism but sometimes unfair criticism,
comes from {he morning metropolitan
daily. Let us take what the morning daily
said in its leading article on the 24th
September in regard to the discnssion on
the Estimates—

A striking eommentary on the aim-
lessness and drift in State polities is
provided by the speeches on ‘the Esti-
mates of the leader of the Opposition
and Mr, James Gardiner.

Those termms have never heen applied to
any other Government and yet the pre-
sent Government are in office in times
that have not been paralleled and never
will be again, There are anly two ways
out of our present finaneial difficulty,
One proposal is economy and the leader

1305

of the Opposition proposes it. It is a
very easy matter to suggest that economy
should be practised, without offering a
single suggestion as to where it can be
practised. The other method is by in-
ereased taxation, Lel us peruse the Esti-
mates to see if the Government have made
any effort in the direction of economis-
ing. In the Colonial Treasurer’s Depart-
ment we find an inerease of £2,826, but
that is due lo two items—extra clerieal
assistance to the Industries Assisiance
Board £6,752, and incidental, including
postages, stationery, printing, for the
Tudustries Assistanee Board £3,450, both
items representing new expenditure such
as it has not been necessary io meet in
any other year. These items combined re-
present an extraordinary expenditure of
over £10,000. In this department there
would otherwise be a saving of £7,000
over the normal expenditore.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We shall wine
that out now.

My, GREEN: Yes. In the department
of the Minister for Mines where, from
the point of view of the Minister and of
goldfields members the expenditure has
always been too low, there is a slight in-
erease of £2,359. This is easily acecounted
for—£8346 represents new expenditure to
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund and £617
to mining surveys, In the Woods and
Foresis braneh, which comes under the
same Minister, there is a decrease of
£778,

AMr. Smith: There s a decrease of
£900 in the London agency.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, thanks fo the for-
cible opposition of the hon, member’s
newspaper. In the Departinent of Lands
and Surveys there is a decrease in sala-
ries from £44,090 to £36,016, a difference
of £3,074. Of these salaries £5,656 was
recouped by the lvan of officers to other
departments. In Lands and Surveys there
was a total decrease of £11,117 and yet
members will persist in saying no effort
has been made to eeconomise, Even the
Sunday sereed, the largest amount of
waste paper. in the British Empire, has
neglected to indicate one particular item
on which money could be saved. In the
department of the Minister for Agricul-
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ture, salaries last year totalled £32,480,
and this year the estimate is £16,375, a
decrease of £16,000 or nearly 50 per cent,
That is a pretty solid reduction, and if
members were fair they would admit it.

Mr, Smith: Not enough.

Mr, GREEN: XMembers have only oc-
easional opporfunities to speak in this
Founse buat the member for North Perth
has 48 sheets every Sunday over which
to spread himself, and I have failed to
find one suggestion for effecting economy-.

Mr. Robinson: Oh, stick to the sub-
Ject.

Mr, GREEN: The hon. member iz al-
ways on his feet. He is absurd and hor-
ing to lislen to, .

Mr. Robinson: I object to the terms
used hy the hon. member.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
has taken exception to the expression
that he is absurd.

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member has not taken exception.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am
speaking to the member for Kalgoorlie.

Mr, GREEN: T withdraw, but these
interruptions are puerile.

The CHATRMAN: Interjeetions at all
times are highly disorderly and if an hon.
member takes exception they must be
stopped.

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member did not take exception; he was
referring to the member for North Perth.

Mr. GREEN: To return to the even
tenor of our way, the Minister for Agri-
culture has decreased his expenditure by
50 per cent. The member for North Perth
has a whole newspaper at his command
in which to indicate where legitimate sav-
ings eould be effected, but has absolutely
failed to do so.

Mr. Bpith: Flave not you the TForker?

Mr. GREEN: Yes, and we represent
our side in that paper pretty well, In the
Attorney General’s deparfment there has
been a2 deerease in expenditure from
£78,199 to £75,770, a differcnce of £2,429.
Fdncation shows a small increase, too
small unfortunately for the present needs
of this State, from £312,209 to £322 941.
If any hon, member is against that in-
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crease I have yet to hear him express his
objection,

Mr. Heitmann: I object to the inerease
in the Education vote,

AMr. GREEN: Then the hon. wmember
should get on his feet and not resort to
{he unseemly course of interjecling, In
the Colonial Seeretary’s office, the expen-
diture last year was £38,272 and the es-
timate for this yvear is £31,664, a decline
of £6,608. In the Aborigines Depart-
ment a cecrease is also foreensted, un-
fortunately, because no one more than I
rogrets the necessity for the decrease
which is due to the dwindling of the num-
her of aborigines in this State. The ex-
penditure last year was £10,259 and this
year the estimate is £8,449, a difference
of £1,810. In Charities there is a con-
templated decrease of £638, namely from
£81,336 - to £50,698.

Mr. Smith: Do you approve of that?

Mr. GREEN: I do not, and wiih the
prospect of more sivessful times ahead
the Honorary Minister will find it difi-
cult io keep within that mark. The Police
Department shows a decrease of £708.
The Fishertes Department shows a slight
inerease of £353, and it is scarcely neces-
sary to point out that this is entirely due
te the expansion of the department into
trading channels, the supply of cheap fish
thus provided having proved of imamense
henefit to the working classes. The Lunacy
Department shows an increase of £5150,
whiclt increase almost synchronises with
the increased hostility of the Opposition.
The Medical and Publie Health Depart-
menk expenditure is expected (o increase
from £100,691 to £116,539, a difference
of £7,148, duc largely to the faci (hat
tlere has recently been provided mn our
hills a sanatorium for a ceriain class of
men who, in order to get a living have
unfortunately to go to a living death. In
conneetion with gaols there is a contem-
plated inevease of £4,419 from {21,658 lo
£26,077. Even wilh the slight inerease
in the Colonial Seeretary’s Department,
this department is being run on similar
lines to the others, with the result that
there is a general reduction in expendi-
ture. In the Works Depariment we find
that the expenditnre in salaries last year
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was £9,000 and the estimate this year is
£7,000. In wages £2,172 was paid last
vear and £2,160 is the estimate for this
vear, These two items alone in the Works
Department show an estimated saving of
£2,001. 1n public works, nnfortunately,
there has heen a tremendous falling off
in expenditure, the figures for 1914-15
being £132,780 and for 1915-16 £93,102,
a decrease of over 23 per cent. In our
business underiakings and State trading
concerns, which scem to be a veritable
King Charles’s liead to many members of
this House, there is an estimated
decrease this year of £75,537, That
all zoes to show that as far as one
method of getting out of owr finanecial
difiieulfies is coneerned Ministers have
done fairly well in the matier of re-
trenchment. Yet, there is only this one
ouflet bafore us, and that is a taxation
proposal. I say unlesitatingly that this
is the only legitimate way in the civenm-
stunces thar ting Chamber cun meet its
financial obligations. T have failed to
hear, however, upon any’ oceasion any
sugrestion for increased taxation from
any member of ihe Oppesition who has
spoken on the Budget. The Common-
wealth has now stepped in, as has been
gaid, and where another place has sown
the wind it has veaped the whirlwind.
We find that the revenue-produecing
avenues of 1his Slate are being absorbed
by the Federal Government, and on the
members on the opposite side of the
House, who are anti-Federal in their atti-
tude, this must fall with a somewhat
boomevang effeet. 1 would be prepared
to hand over the whole business to
TFederal control if I thought it was
impossible  to  change our present
Constitntion. This Government, it will
he within the memory of every
member here, recently sent up cer-
tain taxation proposalz to another place
which were less than moderate. They
were, in my opinion. tetally inadequate,
and the Governmenl recognised that they
were inadequate, but they were sent for-
ward hecause thev recognised they wounld
be a fair compromise and that it would
be holding out the olive branch even fo
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that reactionary body, and give them a
chance of falling in with the proposals
to  lelp the country. They meant,
g0 far as members of Parliament were
concerned, that the taxation was only £3
per anaam upon every member drawing
£300 a vear.

Mr. Smith; We were quite willing to
reduce members’ salaries.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member was
not sincere in the idea at the time, and
another hon. member who hrought for-
ward that proposal was only attacking
a sacred thing for which we have founght
for centuries. The hon. member is like
the curate’s egg—he is only had in parts.
The very voot of this democratiec proposal
—payment for members of Parliament—
has been fonght for for centuries by our
British forefathers. The proposal of the
hon. member was only a subterfuge and a
sham.

Mr. B. J. Stuhbs: You remember tha
old Chartists?

Mr., GREEN: In the old Chartists’
movement  this was one of their
planks. We volunteered out of our
salaries to give £24 per annum to-
wards the 7.89 nper cent. fund,
which, in my opinion, was a most
unjust taxation. We were forced to
adopt it, however, and to adopt the same
attitude towards our public servants, not
beecanse it was our choice, hut heeanse
wa were foreed into that posibon against
every prineiple we have stood for: and
vet these taxation praposals were turned
down. Even the West Australian, the
great leader of public opinion in
this State, was in favour of taxa-
tion proposals just prior to the
23rd  February last. They said it
was eminently necessarv that the Gov-
ernment should adept some taxation pro-
posals. But when this poor old taxation
proposal of ours, so moderate, so err-
ing on the side of justice, if T mav say
so, was hrought forward, what did they
cav? They said—

We are agninst this wholesale redue-
tion in wages and salaries, nnless it
is brought abont thronghout the Gov-
ernment service, and retrenchment.
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I think I heard the member for Swan
(Mr, Nairn) say that his side did not
stand for reduction in wages and salaries.
If the West Austrelian is anything at all
it is a Liberal paper. They said that the
wholesale reduetion in  wages and
salaries shiould be brought about through-
out the Governmeni service, and re-
trenchment. We have had retrenchmnent,
and now the only way ont is by taxation.
1 challenge members of the Opposition
and another place, if they are honest in
this matter, io say that they are in favour
of these taxation proposals. We know it
is the case, in many instances, of the ins
and the cuts. 1f it was a fair fight T
would not mind. If it was a fight such
as our men at ihe Dardanelles are en-
gaged in, again [ would not mind.
We are as two men engaged in the
bultle ; one man is suddenly robbed
of his rifle by another man, and the
first man has to go against the other
man who is holding his rifle It is
an unfair fight that the Labour party has
{o engage in in Australia. And it is this
unfair fight which is sending demoecracy
to the Federal Parliament for suecour.

Mr. Willmott: They suck all right.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member sucks.
The party to which he belongs has sucked
all right, so far as this Government are
concerned. We were willing to help Lhe
man the hon. member represents, in his
hour of trial, but we do feel incensed to
thinle {hat the hon. member should bite
the hand that feeds him,

My, Willmott: We were so long being
starved that we had te bite something.

Mr, GREEN: The eslimated defieit for
this year is £241,887.

Mr, Gleorge: That is aceomplished.

Mr. GREEN: That was for last year.
T nnderstand that the decline in revenue,
according to the Budget speech, was
£346,000. So thdat the amount of the
decline in revenue over the decrepse in
the deficit has meant an inerease in one
sense of £104,127,

Hon. Frank Wilson -
deficit had increased.

Mr. GREEN: T will make myself clear.
I want to point ont that the defieit for

I thought the
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the year was £240,000, and our deeline
in revenue has been £104,000 less than
that,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are mixing
up ihe estimated deficit for this year
with last year’s revenue.

Mr.GREEN: One of the main objections
which has been raised in this Chamber
has been to our Stale trading eoncerns.
It comes with a very had grace indeed
from hon, members in this Chamber that
they are prepsred on the one hand to
advocate that eertuin State trading con-
cerns should be allowed to live, and that
others should be ruthlessly cut off.

Mr, Male: Wipe them out. )

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member has
the best of reasvns for making a slate-
ment of that kind, because he belongs to
a shipping combine.

Mr. Male: I beg your pardon?

Mr. GREEN: lle belongs to a ¢combine
which has had Australia by the throat
for years.

Mr. Male: The lhon, member might
withdraw that stafement. Tt is absolutely
incorrect.

Mr. GREEN: If the hon. member de-
sires that the statement should bhe with-
drawn I will do so, but I want to give
him a few points in regard to the ship-
ping combine of Australia, to show him
that if he is not eonneeted with it he ean
thank his lucky stars that he has less to
disturb his rest at night, as an hounest
man, than T anticipated he would have.

Mr. Male: I belong to the Stafe com-
bine, of course.

Mr. GREEN: Let us take, for instance,
the shipping combine in the Common-
woalth. The book I am going to guote
from is “The Trust Movement in Aus-
tralia.” It is not issned ol the Worker
office. The publishing office is that of
Messrs. Critehley, Parker, Proprietary,
Limited, of Melbourne, Sydney, and
London. Tt is, I believe, associated with
the Chamber of Mines. It is written by
H. L. Wilkinson, who is not an ordinary
Labour agitator, bui is a memher of the
Institute of Civil Engineers of the Mel-
hourne University, and an associate mem-
ber of the Institute of Civil Engineers,
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London. There are facts in this book,
whicll was published in 1914, which might
well give us food for thought, and it will
be extensively used by the Federal Cham-
ber when jts members are on the hustings
in conneciion wilh the Referenda pro-
posals.

Mr. George :
through.

Mr. GREEN: Never mind zbout rhat.

Mr. Thomson: It will be a sorry day
for Australia if they do,

Mr. O’Loghlen: It will be your fault.

Mr, GREEN: I spoke to the hon. mein-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) the
other day and asked him what he thought
about the other House. e said, “I do
not know; it is all right” Because of
the faet that the Upper House is nol
passing  democralic legislation in  this
State their day of doom is at hand. The
Federal Government intend taking over
certain powers, as sure as the lon. mem-
ber is sitting in his seat. The Howard
Suwalle suipping combine, whieh adver-
tises extensively in the Sunday Times

Mr. Smith: They are no relation Lo
ne,

Mr, GREEN: The hon. member gets
some of their profits through their ship-
ping advertisements. What was their
posiiion, Tt 18 well within the memory
of every member of lhis Chamber the fact
that shipping faves and freights bave
continnally, gradually, and unceasingly
gone up in every part of Australia, ex-
cept in one parlicular part, namely, that
part which L(he hon. member for Kim-
berley (Mr. Male) has the honour to
preside over. We do not, forsooth, find
the slightest grain of gratitude in him,
beeause the people in his eleciorate have
cheaper fares iban they would have
otherwise for the reason that the ship-
ping ecombine is knocked on the head in
the North-West through the ageney of
the State steamers. He waxes virtuously
indignant over the State steamers, never-
theless. 1t is passing strange if he is not
a member of this partienlar shipping
combine, as he had assured us he is not,
that he should be wroth on the question
of State ships. But to return to Howard

They will never get
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Smith and Co., and to their operations
for the five years between 1904 and 1909.
Their increase on declared assets was
£563,666. Their dividends paid amounted
to £219,662, and their additional aetual
capital subseribed to £113,653. The
declared profits, namely, the increase in
asgets and dividends paid, less added
capital, were £669,683. Let us see how
they declared their profits, Their methods
show what high finance can do. Their
nett declared profits were £133,%36, The
average rate of profit earned on the
capital subseribed was about 30 per cent.
These are the poor struggling shipping

. combines which have heen ruined by the

law. The Jeader of the Country party
(Mr. Willmott) has waxed very wrathful
ahout the State steamships, and yet this
is how the combine is getting on.

Mr., Willmott: T am opposed to them.

My, GREEN: I am hitting pretty hard,
and that accounts for the interjections.
The shipping companies are not satisfied
with profits ot 30 per cent. Freights are
guing up on the farmer’s wheat, and yet
the leader of the Country party cpposes
State steamships. I wish I had a elarion
voice to send forth that news. Let us
hear a little more about these struggling
aentlemen of the firm of Howard Smith-—

A remarkable inerease in the pub-
lished value of the assets of the Howard
Smith Co., Ltd, is shown when the
figures for 1912 and 1913 are com-
pared, In twelve months, it will be
seen, the book value of the assets in-
ereased over £300,000, and yet no addi-
tional eapital was subseribed. This in-
crease in assets, £75,000 in dividends,
anl an increase of £76,455 in the bal-
ance carried forward, amounts to
nearly £300,000 in one year; the
nominal eapital of the company is only
£730,000,

JAr. Allen: Why do you not buy some
shares in the Howard Smith Coy. ¢

My, GREEN: Becanse these cubning
venllemen have done as the land sharks
do on occasion. They have watered the
business, They have arranged matters so
that a buyer of their shares at the pre-
sent day cannot get a retwrn of more than
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6 or 7 per cent. The Howard Smith
family, however, have got in on the
ground floor, and the Australian public
Lave to pay through the nose for it. Lot
us hear a little more about the Adelaide
Sleamship Coy. The member for West
Perth (Mr. Allen) pets facetious when I
deal with this subject, and yet he waxed
wrolh becanse of a litile hole in Hay-
street. That is a mere nothing, but the
fact that the people of Australia are be-
ing leld up by a lot of shipping bandits
is ot paramount importance, and I wish
the Federal Government luck in their en-
deavour to eope with the evil. However,
let us find something about the Ade-
laide Steamship Coy. Possibly all these
companies are not in the same boat. One
may be making large profits, and an-
other none at all. But they have a com-
bine right enough. The Adelaide Steam-
skip Coy., Howard Smith, Hnddart
Parker, and the other shipping com-
panies trading on the Australian coast all
charge exactly the same rates of freight.
There is an honourable understanding be-
tween them, What is the position of the
Adelaide Steamship Coy.?

The company limits its dividends Lo

10 per eent.—

That is most reasonable, provided the
shippers get the difference.

but the following figures, taken from
ils own published balance-sheets, will
show that large profits are being made
and used in ship-building,

The writer proceeds to summarise the

profits for the three years 1908, 1809, and
1910, showing that they total £302,630,
and then states—

The actwal disclosed profits, £109,-
§78, made on a capital of £507,175,
represent a profit at the rate of 20 per
cent, per annum, But this is taking
the ecompany’s estimate of its own as-
sets, whiech show a decrease in value of
the fleet from £8 8s. 11d. to £5 3s. 5d.
per ton, figures difficult to explain in
view of the addition of many new
sleamers.

T wish to emphasise that in their balanece-
sheets the Adelaide Steamship Company
have writlen down the valne of their
steamers from £8 8s. 11d. to £5 3s. 4d.
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per ton, for very obvious reasons, and in
spite of the faet that they purchase first-
class greyhounds for their service. Mr.
Wilkinson says further—

So C. Ward & Co. in their monthly
finaneial publication said that the de-
clored assets “look to be hiding a lot
that is of adwv antage to shareholders

. It is a pity the company
doea not pubhsh a profit and less state-
ment, but it is evident that the omis-
sion is due lo no reasom which would
have the effect of injuring the eom-
pany’s shareholders.

The Minister for Mines:
very mildly.

Mr. GREEN: It is put very well in-
deed, in the easy and eomfortable man-
ner afl these big corporations adopt when
wnaking out a halance sheet. Now, what
is responsible for these immense profits?
Do they come from the air? They come
from the people of Australia, out of
freights and fares. Before the formation
of the shipping combine the average
freighl from Melbourne to Sydney was
5s. per ton. In 1910 the rate had risen
lo 10s. per lon. 1In 1913 it had gone up
to 12s. I ean quile understand the heat
of the member for Kimberley (Mr. Male)
at these disclosures. He reeognises that
but for what he terms the meddling of
{he Slale Government with steamships,
fares and freighls on the North-West
coast might have risen proportionately.

My, Male: The Government charge
just the same rates,

Alr. Sinith: Was that s, freight Mel-
hourne to Sydney done nt a loss?

Mr. GREEN: In 1910, at all events.
the shipping eompanies were not running
at a less. In that year they made enor-
mous prolits, from 20 to 30 per cent.,
and vet thev raised the rate by 2s. per
ton. From Melbourne to Fremantle the
vate before the days of the combine were
from Gs. to 12s. Gd. per ton. Tn 1910
they had risen to a range of 12s. 6d. to
99, 6d., and in 1013 the rates were from
15s. to 27s. By a parity of recasoning T
presume the memher for North Perth
(M. Smith) would uphold these increases
on the ground that the shipping eom-
panies were not getting fair rates pre-

That is put
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viously. With regard to passenger fares,
Mr, Wilkinson writes—

The increase in the fares charged by
the Interstate steamship companies is
just as apparent. It was possible be-
fore the combination ie go from 2Alel-
burne to Sydney or Adelaide for £1
10s. salgon and 10s. sleerage; now a
passenger has to pay over £2 10s. and £1
respectively. Ten vears ago a sauloun
passage from the BEastern States to
Fremantle could be had for £5; now a
ticket costs £8, and steerage rates have
inereased proportionately. Between
every port in Australia the steamer
fares bave increased 30 per cent. to
75 per cent. during the past 14 years
—the period during which the combine
lias heen in existence.

1 feel proud of the faet that the Labour
Government of this State have been the
first to engage in commereial shipping.
Other Governments in various parts of
the world have had war ships, but the
vresent Government of Western Austra-
lia are the first Government in the world
to own commercial steamers. That is
somethine to be proud of.

My, Male: A nice mess the Government
have made of it.

Mr. George: Arve they paying?

Mr, O'Loghlen: Do wvou want every-
thing to pay directly?

Mr. GREEN: Let ug see what the
{reights are along the Australian coast
as compared with the freights charged
by oversea steamers. Between Melbourne
and Fremantle the Tntferstate steamer
travels 1,886 miles, and the freight, as I
mentionerl before, is from 18s, to 22s. Gd.
rer ton. RBetween Melhourne and London
by wayv of the Cape, a distance of 15.000
miles, eizhf times as far as from Mel-
hourne to Fremantle, the rates are from
12s. Gd. to 3ds. These figures clearly
demonstrate that Australia has been the
happy hunting ground of the shipping
combine.

Mr. Smith: What are the wages on
Tnterstate steamers and oversea steamers
respectivelv?

Mr. GREEXN: The hon. member knows
full well, or if he does not know Mr. Webh
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can put him wise to the fact, that wages
on a large steamer do nol amovunt to a
per ton, absolutely do mnot
enter intu the guestion because they are
comparatively infinitesimal. [ have been
at some pains also with a view of show-
ing how the tobaceo combine has got Aus-
tralia in its grasp, but I do not desire
to weary members at this late hour, My
only excuse for dwelling on the guestion
of shipping is my desire to bring
that guestion prominently before the
members of the Country party in

farthing

particular, hecause it s a malter
that interests the farmer. The member
for Avon (Mr. Harrison) laid great

siress on the necessity for the encourage-
ment of primary produetion, and I eredit
him, and also other members of the Coun-
try party, with all good faith in that re-
speet. But there is not a member on this
sidle of the Chamber who vields to the
Country party one iota on that gquestion.
We believe that the land of this country
of s should bs worhed for all i In
worth, DBut there is another factor
enters into the matter of production. How
does the farmer get on after the wheat
leaves his farm? Do not members of the
Country party know that trusts and
combines have the farmer in their grasp
more tightly than they have any other
section of the community? Have we not
heard repeatedly from the other side of
the House complainfs regarding the price
of jute? Have we not had constant com-
plaints about the wheat ring? And yet
certain members foens their little narrow
eye upon getting as mueh as possible out
of the land with as much assistance as
possible from the Government. When it
comes fto a great prineiple—-one upon
which there is community of interests be-
tween the farmer and the worker, because
the worker too is a producer—those mem-
bers will not go the full length with us,
but leave it at that. That is where the
great eleavage ocenrs hetween the Labonr
party and every other partv, Members
opposite talk about the State trading
concerns as thongh these represented
nothing but the passing whim of Minis-
ters.  Nothing of the sort. The State
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trading concerns represeni a well thonght
out process, which has been definitely
decided upon, not only in Australia, but
in every other country of the world. In
other countries, however, it has unfor-
tunately been impossible for the Labour
party to seize the reins of office.  TFor-
tunately for Awustralia, Labour has seized
the reins of office in five States out of
six; and that is why the future is very
hopeful for the workers of Australia.

Mr. Gilehrist; Are the workers satisfied
with the Lahour (Governments?

Mr. GREEN: The workers will never
be salisfied becanse of that divine gospel
of discontent which always exists. We
have been misunderstood, we have been
maligned by our enemies, but even the
misunderstanding of our friends aefs as
a spur to us. There is a tendency in this
Chamber to submit to environment, due
to the faet that we have easy eushions
to sit upon, but do not let it he forgoiten
that we represent men who are working
underground and who are risking their
lives daily. It is more than gospel to be
a Labour man; it is a religion.. I have
always been fighting for it and, thank
God, T will die in the faith. We have
heard criticism from the other side of the
House without stint about our trading
concerns. FKwven if the State trading con-
eerns were not paying at the present
time, even if there was an immense defi-
cit from several of them, that wonld not
occasion us one thought in the direction
of their abolition. It simply means that
the managers of private enterprises, men
who are working for bosses and making
immense profits, it means that these peo-
ple can be hought, and that they can be
appointed as mangers of the people's
conecerns so that they might be made lo
pay. Instead of the people being sweated
under the iron heel of the trust which is
threatening Australia, they will be saved
from monopolies. Let us examine some
of onr State enterprises. Take the State
ferries. A great deal of amusement has
been cansed hy the hon. member who has
pno patience to listen to anyone except
himself, I refer to the member for
Canning (Mr, Robinson),  Nearly all
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his constituents in South Perth wse that
ferry service every day,

Mr. 8Smith: They cannot swim over.

My, GREEN: That is very true. At
the same fime the interjection is an un-
seemaly one and has no point, but T sup-
pose it serves fo interrupt the discourse.
The constituents of the member for
Canning have heen asking repeatedly for
cheaper fares and that sort of thing.
That very idea shows where Government
ownership is of benefit. How many
times, I wonder, did the people of South
Perth approach, ¢ap in hand, the private
owner of the ferry and ask for a redue-
tion of the fares? They knew that the
applications would bave been quite futile,
buf it is in the faet that the people own
the ferries now that the germ of futnre
success lies. The expenditure on State
ferries is estimated this year fo be £5,020
and the revenue is put down as £7,000,
the estimated profit being £1,930.

Mre. Smith: Tell ws what it was last
year.

Mr, GREEN: The hon. memher can
look that np. He owns a newspaper
which iz sopposed to enlighten the peo-
ple: therefore why harass me. In rezard
to State hotels the estimated expenditure
is put down at £29,430 and the estimated
revenue £35,500, the profit heing £6,070.

Mr. Male: Estimated profit.

Mr. Smith: Yon are counting your
chickens before they are hatehed.

Mr. GREEN: The State hotels have
always paid just as the State ferries

have done. In regard fo Siate steam-
ships the estimated expenditure s
£102,838 and the dstimaied revenue

£115,000, the profit being £12,162.

Mr. Male: Estimated profit.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member will
have an opportunity later on of finding
fanlt with these figures. They have not
been questioned yet; why question ihem
now, The State Implement Works' esti-
mated expenditure is £163,827 and the
estimated revenue £128,000, the estimated
loss being £35827. On that particular
industry there has been an immense loss
and there is not the slighlest doubt in
the mind of hon. members if they are
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honest enough to admit it Lhat the reason
for that loss is bad management. Instead
of helping us to Iry and rectify that bad
management by congratulating the Min-
ister for Works oun getting rid of a bad
wanager, we find them only too ready to
support the appoeintmen! of a Royal
Commission. fhey say “Why should this
man have been fred?” but did he not
lose the Stale a lot of money.

Mr, George: You overloaded him.

Mr. GREEN: Then we come to the
Siate dairy, the figures of which are alto-
gether out of proportion fo the increas-
ing amount of trade that il does, beeause
it helps the sick in the different hospitals
m the metropolitan area. That iustitu-
tion shows a profit of £199.

¥r, Smith: Estimated profit; vou are
again counting your chickens.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member has
never before dissected these figures. He
falks about fhe deficit of two millions and
he tries to show grandiloquently to an in-
tellivont Floues and throneh hic anection.
ably intelligent newspaper that the cause
of the deficit is the State trading con-
corng, and the cockey sils around on a
Sunday morning with a bit of strow in
his mouth andd lets out his thinking to the
Sunday Times just as he lets out his
. washing when he comes into town, and
says “I thought so. The little dajeying
industry is nothing when we come to
compare it with olher commercial con-
cerns, but it is sucgessfully worked in
conjunction with the Medieal Depart-
ment, and it has unquestionably altered
that state of affairs in the children’s hos-
pital when the children were said to be
dying like flies. That cannot be said to
he the case to-day. Then on sawmills the
cstimaled expenditure is £169,950 and the
estimated revenue £128,300. again a pro-
fit. T waul to say at once that I do not
stick for profits so far as the State trad-
ing enterprises are coneerned. The idea
af looking for profits is wrong. What
we want to do is to work tTiese enter-
prises as we work the railways, work
them on an even margin so that the
people may get directly the full value for
~ which they are paying. That is the idea

of State trading.
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Mr. Willmoti: You will be very lucky
if you gelt any profits from the sawmills
because of (he war.

[Mr. McDowall took the Chair.)

Mr. GREEN: A pgreat deal has been
zaid about the State brickworks, It would
be unfair for me to ask the member for
Murray-Wellington  a  question at this
staye.

AMr, (George: Ask it,

Mr. GREEN: Has the hon. member
ever been to the State brickworks?

Mr, George: No, | will tell you why
directly.

Mr. GREEN:
missed the bus.

The hon, member has
He has aiready had his

SO¥.
Mr. George: 1 have not.
Mr. GREEN: Very well, I am not

ufraid of anything the hon, member may
say, The estimated expenditure on the
brickworks 1s £12,500 and the estimated
ravanug €14 000, showing o neafit of
£1,500. T have not had a balance sheet
hefore me; I have just taken the figures
from the Eslimates, but from one who
ltas visited the works T have learned that
a large amount of that expenditure is
due to the cost of the increase in the
plant, My father was a machine brick
maker. He knew his business and conse-
quently T have a passing knowledge of
what vrickworks should he, and I want
lo say that the State brickworks plant is
one of the finest’ that it is possible to
imagine connected with any industry, It
i= almost self-acting.

The Minister for Works: An employer
in the Arbitration Court stated that it
wounld be impossible for him to compete
with the State brickworks.

Mr. GREEXN: For the first time in their
history the employers are now advertis-
ing cheaper bricks. The State brick-
works are being kept continually going.
Thev do not have to depend on publie
works. becanse they have comparatively
ceased, but the works are finding private
huyers who readily go there because of
the exira good quality of the bricks and
hecanse tlie works produce them cheaper,

Mr. George: Why should they not?
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Mr. GREEN: If the hon. member ad-
mits that he gives away the whole ease
so far as the State enterprises are con-
cerned. His sole objection to Siate en-
terpriges on every occasion has been that
we eannot make them pay. I have heard
that so offen that 1 eould set it to music
if T were so inelined and if T were so
gifted by Nature. What was the position
before the Slate brickworks came into
operation? Brickmakers were charging
£3 5s. per thousand delivered; now, the
bricks have been reduced by £1, and the
time will soon arrive when the price will
be further reduced because just now we
are only in the initial stage. Unfortu-
nately for Melbourne that eity has not
State brickworks, but in New South
Wales they have, and strange to
say the experience of New South Wales
has been similar to our own. The price
of bricks in that State has dropped he-
eouse 1he Government enterprise hus
come into eompetition with privale en-
terprise. Let me quote from Building, a
magazivne published n Sydney and which
is the official organ of the Builders and
Contractors’ Association, of which the
member for Perth was a shining light at
one particular time, The average builder
and contractor cannot by anv streteh of
imagination be said to have auny soecialisiic
ideas, and yet this very magazine poms
out—

The brick combine in Melbourne is
attempting to enforce the methods
which have beecome so well known in
America, Opposition fo all costs must
be silenced, In the case of the Queens-
land insurance building, shown else-
where, it ‘was officially told us that the
combine would not aceept the contrae-
tors’ order for double-pressed bricks,
because the building was bheing con-

" structed in the reinforced concrete. Un-
der the ecircumstances, bricks for the
building had to be obtained from Syd-
nay and now that all costs have been
checked, it is =aid that 15s. a thousan
has been saved by doing so. Double-
pressed Sydney facing bricks can be
delivered on any Melbourne ecity siie
for 15s. per thousand cheaper than
double-pressed Melbourne bricks. The
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combine we helieve has also refused to

sell moulded bricks on jobs where other

makers bricks have been wused. A

leading eontractor in  Melbourne has

had an intimation conveyed to him that
as he bas purenased some shares in an
opposition brick eompany, he will not
be supplied with combine bricks.
Now we come to the Boyap quarry, an-
other State concern. The estimated ex-
penditure was £11,500, and the estimated
reventie £13,000, leaving a profit of
£1,500. Then there is the supply of
meat; estimnted cost £33,224 revenue
£34,000, and a profit of £776.

Mr. Allen inlerjected, )

AMr. GREEN: When the member fov
I'erth seviously attempis to locate any-
thing Le finds it impossible to get his view
from other (han a very narrow range ol
vision,

The Minister for Mines: He is only
concerped ahout that defeetive joint in
the tramrail,

Mr. GREEN: That is so. Tt is impos-
sible for him to get his eye, or his mind,
from that partienlar hole in Hay-strect.
1f he had the interests of his constituents
at heart he ought to recognize that the
State meat shop 18 an undoubted henefit
to the community. As Mr, Knibbs has
[einted out, Western Australia is the
only State in the Commonwealth where,
for the last two vears, the price of meat
has not inereased. There 15 some yeason
for that. Tloes the lhon. member not
think that the State meat shops have had
something {o do with 162

My, Male: No.

Mr. GREEN : Has the member for
Kimberley had anvthing to do with it?
No, certainly not. The State meat shop
ltas meant thal the people of Western
Australia have heen saved from the ment
frust, that whilst the trust have got a
hold in Queensiand, they have heen un-
able to get into Western Anstralia.
thanks tn the Lahony (Government’s
method of nationalising ships and meat
shops. Now we come to the supply of
fish, a question affecting the daily food
of the people. one which comes home
immediately to the eost of the breakfast
table of every worker. Tn respeet to the
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State fisheries, the estimated expenditure
is £14.362, ihe esiinated revenne £15,200,
and the estimated profit £1,138. 1 am not
going to delain the House by pointing
vut how the price of fish has dropped
both in Perth and Kalgoorlie by several
pence per pound.  In  both  districts
people arve eating fish who bardly konew
the taste of it before. It is scareely
necessary to point oul that not only has
the price of Government fish come down,
but the wholesale fish merchaots have ve-
duced their prices tv their relaileis, and
their relaiiers ave selling al the same
price us the Government fish shop, and at
the same tiwe doing betler than ever be-
fore. 1t is Lrue thai, after all, the cost
of our Stale trading concerns, this bogey,
has for the winute been laid. [ do not
for o momenl flaiter myself that it is
.well and truly laid for ever. I recognise
that if {he sting were taken from this
particalar objection to the Government’s
policy of State enterprises, Qpposition
mombas would have absolulely no am-
muni(ion whatever. [ 1ake it the daily
papers will still conlinue to give us dry
leading articles upon the abselute roiten-
ness of the State frading concerns. We
will still get the unfair eriticism we have
had in the past. We will still, as a party,
he subject to the criticism of our own
side, at {imes unfairly, But when we
come fto consider that we are pmi of
wreal movement (hat iz not peculiar 1o
Western Awnstralia, or even to the Com-
monwealth, but which is growing all over
the world, and that the voice of the
worker is inarticulafe as he bends over
s loil, but that as he straightens him-
self his voice hecomes articnlaie, even in
lhe mosl nnprogressive country—when
“we remember this, T say it is a position
we Inight wel be proud of. Tn-pioneer-
ing our movement we nnavoidably make
mistakes, but everv mislake made is one
which we will fry lo avoid in the future.
We know it is helpful to go forward,
hecause we feel that we are opening the
wany for countries not vet hlessed with a
T abour Government, They, too, are look-
ing forward to the time when they will
have Labour Governments. Do hon.
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members think that if a Labour Govern-
ment had been in power in Germany, bad
heen in power in lingland, and had been
in power in Russia, the present war
would have been possible? 1 say it would
have been impossible in sueh ¢ircum-
stances. lven at the present time, when
the Saxon of Germany is fighting the
Saxon of England, the working elasses
all over Lhe world are getting into touch
with one another and are preparing for
the lime just after the war when they are
going to say, “We are tired of your
Hague Conventions and of your grabbing
for the world’s markets. We are eon-
vineed that the workers of the world have
nothing o gain by sending fellow-
workers to war.” Tt me not be mis-
understood in this. We are in the fight
now amd we have to get out of it by the
only possible way. I am looking forward
to the time when we will be able to say
to  Labour Governments all over the
world, “We are the enemies of all war.
Solemnly we promise that neither the
sound of the trumpet nor the roar of
the cannon. neilher victory nor defeat
will swerve us from our commmon purpose,
the union of the children of toil of ali
counfries.” .

Mr. GEQRGE (Murray-Wellington)
[9.25]: T would like to say that the con-
cluding words of the hon. member who
has just addressed the House find a deep
echo in my heart, and T hope that, whether
it be by a syvstem of Labour Govern-
ments, or by any other expedient, the
awful erime of war from which the
world is just now suffering will never
again he allowed to prosper. The hon.
member traversed a great deal of ground
and told us many things. Among others
he vreferred to destructive criticism,
which he said he had heard from many
sheakers, not one of whom had disclosed
lo the Glovernment a road along which
thev might fravel for the purpose of bet-
tering ihings. Tn respeet to the Ksti-
mates, the hon. gentleman has certainly
not heen a pioneer showing how things
could be hettered. Tf he will pardon me
1 will explain to him where he made a
mistake so hig that even he will see it in
a moment. Turhing to the Estimates of
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the Minister for Agriculture, on page 54,
fie told the Commitiee that the expendi-
lure last year was £33,980, and that the
estimated expenditure this year was
£17,875; and from that he adduced a
saving of £16,000. In respect to the one
page 1 will admit the hon. member is
right, but if he had dissected the Hsti-
mates as carefully as he would ask us to
beiieve he did, he would have found on
the next page lhat the difference was
more than made up by the transfer from
page 54 of items amounting to £15,000
or £16,000, and Lheir reintroduciton under
otlter headings on page 55. So, instead
of a saving of £16,000, as he told us, Lhe
stimales  1hemselves, in  their modesi
way, simply eclaim a decrease of £967,
which is a totally different thing,

Mr. Qreen: You are wrong, I quoted
on salarics.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon, member was
eideavouring to show us how earcfully
the Estimates had been construeted, and
lie worked out a saving of £16,000.

Mr, Green: On salarjes,

Mr. GEORGE: It does not matter, the
money lias to be paid.

Mr. Green: I said the Istimates
showed retrenchment wherever possible
on salaries,

Mr. GEORGE: The items which are
deleted from page 51 are included on
page 55 under other headings, and so,
instead of a saving of £16,000, all that
the Estimates elaim is a net decrense ol
£OR7,

The Minister for Mines: Take page H2.
Yonr figures are all wrong.

Mr. GEORGIE: 1 have page 52.

The Minister for Mines: What decrease
does that show?

Ar. GEORGE: It shows a deerease of
£11,000 for the Minister for Lands. 1
amt dealing with the Minister for Agrieul-
ture.

The Minister for Mines: The member
for Kalgoorile was dealing with the Min-
inter for Lands.

Mr. GEORGE : No, he was dealing with
the ilems on page 54, and 1 am dealing
with pages 54 and 55.

The Minister for Lands: He was deal-
ing with the Minister for Lands and Agri-
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culture, and you are dealing with the
Minister for Agrienlture only.

Mr. GEORGE: I am dealing with the
| age the hon. member quoted.

Myr. Green: I did not quote any page.

Mr. GEORGE : Take the department
ot the Minisier for Works, the net de-
crease is set down at £39,678. I am not
going to dispuie those figures, but it is
all very well to bring about a decrease in
the [Estimales in the way T am about to
peint out, 1f hon. members go through
the Estimates they will find, on page S6,
that one of the items of ihe deerease is
school Lmildings £13,000, That is to say,
they are not to be erected this year; they
were erected last year, and that £13,000
represents a portion of the deerease. On
page 83 there is an ilem of £15,000 ex-
pended last year which does not require -
to be expended this year, so there is
£28,000 out of the £39,000 decrease ae-
econnted for. On the snme page lhere i3
shown an expenditure of £3,799 ineurred
last year whieh will not be incurred this
vear, for iraffic expenses on railways
under construction. We have a set of
Listimales placed before us showing a
decrease of £39,000 in this department,
and while last year there was work which
wonld be carried out for the wages and
salaries and other expenses provided this
vear we have practically the same wages
and salaries expenses laid down and no
such works to he carried out, Tt is easy
to elfect an economy in this way seeing
that it is impossible o build certain works
twice over, but it is no eeonomy to have
an equal amount of expenditure for sal-
arvies and wages just the same. Turning
lo the Audit Department, on page 28, we
find n net decrease of £711. When we
eome Lo dissect the figures, we find that
the expenditure for last year contained
items which do not appear this year, such
as relieving oflicer, temporary officer,
and increases consequent on decisions of
the appeal board, expenditure whieh
eoudd not reeur this year, totalling £1,058,
which would leave n net amount last year
of £7,000. TYet the total for the Audit
division this year is £8,218, or an in-
erense of £1,018, while, on the Estimates,
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there is represented to be a decrease of
£711.

The Minister for Works: There is a
decrease on last year’s expenditure.

Mr. GEORGE: There is no decrease
which should appear in this form. The
same thing applies right throngh the Hsii-
mates. 1t would take too long to fisseci
the individua) items, but whenr we rome
to ileal with the departments I shall give
a hitle more information. When we turn
to the Savings Bank esiimates on page
31, the very first thing we find is (hat in
these bad times, when every taxpayer is
feeling the elfects of a decreased income,
when rents are difficult to get and debts
are hard to colleet, the manager of the
Snvings Bank is to have his salary in-
creased by £85. There should be some ex-
planation of that. I am not one to
preach that a man should be underpaid,
hut when everyone in the State is suffer-
ing from the awful conditions produced
hv the war and other eauses, this is nct
a time whon large inoreases of this soid
should be given. The fotai increase in
ihis branch is £1,700. Some of it is due
to the opening of new offives, but a good
deal is due to increases of salary when

. the incomes of the very people who have
to pay for these services are being re-
duced. .

The Minister for Works: Do yon be-
lieve in closing the bank up?

Mr. GEORGE: T have never hinted at
that.

The MAinister for Works: Then it is
necessary lo keep up compelilion wilh
the others.

Mr. GEORGE: But when the keynote
of this debate is economy, and when
the Governor’'s Speech has urged
the neeessity for practising  econo-
my, it is a strange economy that the
people who have to be paid hy the tax-
payers are having their incomes inereased
while the taxpayers’ incomes are dimin-
ishing. Turning to the (fovernment Stores
on page 33, an inevease ol over £1,000
is revealed. Last vear there were 40 offi-
cers in that department and the payment
for themn was £10.891, Yet this vear there
are only 38 officers and we are to pay
them £11,984, and this is where the in-

[47)
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crease comes i, With regurd to the
workers’” homes dealt with on page 37,
there is nn increase for exira clerieal as-
sistanee. Yet everyone knows perfecily
well that the building of workers’ honies
throughout the State has  practically
ceased.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honoravy
Minister) : We have to collect 1he money.

Mr. GEORGE: Tt is perfectly tructhe
accounls have {o be kept and the pay-
ments due lhave to he looked after, but to
asle the Tfouse to believe that, now the
main erection has ceased, it is going 1o
take something like £4,000 a year o
manage the affairs of the workers' homes
is to ask foo much. )

The Minister for Works: You realise
that the workers' homes were built out
of other funds.

Mr. GEORGE: Thal has wothing to do
with the working of them.

The Minister for Works:
differant ihimr altaoather

Mr., GEORGE: How does it make any
difference to these Estimates?

The Minister for Works: The men are
not engaged.

Mr. GEORGE: That does not enter
into the question I am diseussing. If the
crection of these howes has ceased there
must be a whole army of offlicers nol em-
ployed.

The Minister for Works:
arc paid from another vole.

Mr, GUORGHE: Bul they are provided
for here on the Tslimates. Otlierwise, the
men whom the Guvernment have ceased
to employ musl he foremen, builders,
architects, and so on, who appear on an-
other vote. T am dealing wilh the alerical
slaftf for the management of the workers’
homes, and the conntry may as well koow
that it requires £4,500 a year to pay for
the stafl to manage the workers’ homes.

The Mignister for Works: A very small
jrercentage.

Mr. GEORGF: The Minister might
consider it a small item, but if these
varions items are taken together, they
make a fairly large sum. Even in regard
to the working of trading eoncerns, suely
as the Avondale estate, dealt with on

That is a

Then they
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page S8, we find that ibe expenditure is
fo be increased by £3,753.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : v you know the increase in
the area under crop?

Mr. GEORGE: Tle iotal expenditure
is £5,000, and from the Avondale estate
it is expected to receive £4,600. If that
is a paying business, the Honorary Min-
ister is entitled to think so.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We did not huy the estate,
vou know.

Mr. GEORGE: I know that. Hon.
members must not be misled by the idea
that there is a loss of only £400, because
there is the interest on the money for the
whole estate, which is noi included here.

Hon. R. H. Underwomd (Honorary
Minister) : I would leave the Avondale
estate out of it if 1 were you.

Mr, GEORGE: I will not, The pre-
sent Government are the managers of
tha$ estate and it is for them to show that
they are managing it properly, or to give
up ihe job. The unplement works are
deali with on page 101. Although a Royal
Commission is inguiring into the man-
agement of the works and naturally mem-
bors  are snpbosed to keep their minds
open on this question pending the pre-
senl ation of the report, T would point ont
that we have an estimated expendituve for
these works of £163.827, for which the
late manager is nof at all responsible he-
eause he leff The works Liefure these Esti-
mates were made up, while the estimate
revenne 1= only £128000, This must mean
either thar the ecuntry is losing a large
amaonnt of money on fhese works, or that
the works are bLailding up a large stock.

AMr. 15 B. Johnston: Or eise that they
are selling on terms.

Mr. (GEORGE:. That dees not Tollow.
If the concern is managed as a commer-
cial eoncern oughi to be, we wonld have
had a proper balance sheet placed before
1= ere this, and all goods sold, although
not paid for, wonld have heen credited io
assefs, e ‘ .

The Minister for Works: Not in lhese
Istimates. You konow that; why not put
it eorrectly? i
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My, Male: What provision is made for
bad debis?

Nr. GEGRGE: Why not let us have
the balance sleets before we starl to dis-
cliss (lese lFstimales? Why not let us
have them for the eredit of the Govern-
ment themselves, and save unnecessary
debate and unnecessary perturbation? If
the Government placed befure ns the bal-
ance sheets of these coucerns hefore we
slarted to diseuss the Bslimates——

The Minister for Works: You did thi«
Inst vear when Lhe halance sheets were on
the Table.

Me. GEORGE: The Minister will try
to explain 1t away, lLet me repeat what
T have ofien said, that even the Labour
party should learn from their own mis-
fakes, If the Government made a great
wistake last vear, does that in any way
diminish our claim this year to have pro-
per information placed before us prior
to being asked io vote the money of the
people lo carry on (he affairs of the
State? We were entitled to have pre-
sented fo vs fhe accounis of these trading
coneerns (o the 30h June, thus being
coterminous with the Estimates, and lo
have them laid on the Table so that we
could decide onece for all how these con-
cerns statd, Can the Minister for a mo-
wment rontend that it is fair to ask the
Honse 1o expresz any olher opinion on
a coneertt when the expenditure is shown
to bhe sowething like £163,000, and the
estimated vevenue £128.0009

Mr. E. B.
12 months.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 stated same time
ago that I knew perfectly well that in
starting on & new concern there was
bound to he & loss. No matter how
experienced the manager, thore is nll
manner of expenses which must crop up
end which eannot be forescen. That
period has now passed, so fur es the
State Jmplement Works are concerned.
They have now Leen established for
several years. .

The Minister for Works:
meny years ?

Mr. GEORGE:
established for

Johnston :  PDuring the

For how

They have been
from 2} to 3 yeurs
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and connot now e osaid to ke a new
undertaking.

Hon, B. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Do you advocate that they
should be shut down ¢

Mr. GEORGE : 1 should like to shut
“down the Honorary Miuister, though 1
admit that it is impoussible to do so.
Tt is as impossible for me to shut him
down as it is impossible for him to
keep his mouth shut. Had these balance
sheets heen laid on the Table of the House
a8 they should have been, as an Act
of Parliament says they shall be, and
in accordence with the underteking
of the Premier, much of the criticism
with regard to State trading concerns
wonld vanish,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We are not worried about
your criticism.

Mr. GEORGE : But we have not got
these balance sheets. Let us take last
vear's figures in connection with the
State sawmills. The vote Jast year
was £301,950, while the expenditure
was £411,993, or an excess of expenditure
over what the House voted of £110,000,
not shillings or sixpences. We have not
the balance sheet at the present time
which will tell ug what they have done
with this money. I am asware that the
previous balance sheet we did have
gshowed there was o large expenditure
for wages and a small production in
sawn timbor. I know that the Auditor
General’s report showed us that, whereas
£70,000 worth of returns came to the
State sawmills, three-querters of that
was concerned, and dealt, with hewn
timber. Hewn timber could have been
obtained for this State, and the business
done, on a capital expenditure of ahout
£150. Yet we DIwnve this huge ex-
penditure running inte nearly hasli .
million of moey on the State sawnills.
anct their returns belstered with hewn
timber which do wot require such an
exper diture for the work.

The Minister for Works:
it will be sawn timber.

Mr. CEORGE : We find that wages
and materials and other things for the
State sawmills are set down as account-

This year
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ing for E163,000, that the estimated re.
venue js £188,500.

The AMiuister for Works: On  the
sawmills ?
Mr. GEORCE: Will the Minister

weit & minute ¥ This may be accounted
for by the fact that they were building
up stocks, but in the absence of halance
shects for previous years this House
has no data upon which to go in order
to see how we are getting along.

The Minister for Lands: How could
you have them for previoua years
when they were not in existence ?

Mr. GEORGE : Where is the balance
sheet for last year ?

The Minister for Lands :
records of the House.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 mean the balance
sheet for the 30th June, 1915.

The Minister for Lands: If the mills
were operating, it is there. Ii it is
not, there they were not operating.

It iy in the

The Minister for Works: There is
sne yoor's belanes cheot whith you
have not got.

The CHAIRMANXN : Order !

Mr. GEORGE: We have not got
the balance sheet of the State sawmills
for the year ending 30th June, 1915.

The Minister for Works: You are
correct.

Mr. GEORGE : 1 was correct before.

The Minister for Works: You said,
for several years.

Mr. CEORGE : Ws have the balance
sheet for the previous year, but not
that for lest year. With the know-
ledge that we find in these Estimnates,
that of the vote for last year of £301,950
the Covernment expended £411,000,
or an excess of £110,000, this House is
quite within its rights in asking for the
belance sheet before we vote the money
Izid down here.

The Minigter for Worka: 1 told the
Urder Secretary to try and get that
baler.ce sheet as early as possible. 1
hepe it will be Iaid on the Table before
the Estimates are finished with.

Mr. GEORCGE : The Minister knows
my opinion of him. We have our little
sperg, but he knows what T think of
hitn. Though we may get he balance
sheet. it will not be before this debate
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ig over, for it will probably close to-

night.

« The Minister for Works : It ig so good

that I want you to see it.

«Mr. GEORGE: Then why not let

us have it earlier. :
The Minister for Lands : Your remarks

would be more appropriste on the

Works estimates.

Mr. GEORGE : Possibly, but I shall
repeat them if necessary in any other
place. The reason why 1 am dealing
with these matters in this way is be-
cauge the hon. member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Creen) dealt with nearly every
subdivision in connection with it and
made several egregious errors,

‘The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. GEORGE: He did. It cannot
be denied. Wo have the right to ask
what the Government did for that
expenditure last year of £411,993, what
they purchased with it and what they
did with it. What did the sawmills
give to add to the material wealth of
the country for the eoxpenditure of
nearly half a million of mongy ? We
have nothing to tell us. As far as the
powellising is concerned, I suppose they
did a little, but T helieve that the powell
lising plant has now been absolutely
shut up and closed for six months, and
that there iz no worlk for it at the present
time. The latest return we got regarding
the powellising showed that if it had
not heen for the Railway Departinent
requiring n larze amount of piles to he
powellised, T believe for the elesiric
works at Bast Perth, thero would lhuwve
been very little work indeed for the
powellising plant to do, except on the
part of the clerlt who had to write out
tha eheque for those gentlemen who
managed to get the contract.

The Minister for Works : What about
the 500.000 sleepers for the Trans-
Australian railway ?

Mr. GEORGIE: Wo have all heard
the old proverb about people hiding
their light under a bushel. The Govern:
ment of Western Australia, in connection
with their sawn timber enterprises,
huve been so modest that they have
hidden all information regarding them
from. membors of this House. They
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come here with Estimates for us to
pass, crude in their ineeption and thrown
together, as I have shown, in a way that
does not convey proper information
to the House.

The Minister for Works:
only your opinion.

That is

Mr. GEORGE: Of course it is my
opinion. 1 am wnot voicing any one
else’s opinion. The hon. gentlemen c¢an
take it as thoy like. There has been
something said in reference to the
various contracts which have been made,
and various spenlkers have referred to
several of them. Thoey have been called
sacrot contracts and contracts by other
names. 1 think, perhaps, this is an
oceasion upon which a little might be
said in regard to one or two of them.
There has been a contract made with
Messrs. Monteath, of Subiaco, for the
casbing of pipes. The econtract was
made for five years. It was made at the
ond of last year and signed, I believe,
in January of this year to date back
to July of last year. It was made upon
peculiar terms. It was made on the
hasis of £10 158, per ton for pipes, and
on the basis of €4 4s. 6d. for pig iron.
Although the contract was not signed
until Janusry, 1915, we find that the
Stores manager on the 10th July, just
about the time when negotiations started,
gavae the' price of pig iron as heing
93s. per ton. It is true he said in that
quotation that the quote by Hoskins,
of Bydney, was 93s. at Fromantle, or
10s. more per ton than they purchased
recently by local tender. I1f the pur-
chases by any of the State departments
from the 1st July to the 15th January,
when BMlessrs. Monteath's contract was
comnbleted, are taken it will be found
that the price of pig iron was never
spproaching anything like £4 4s. 6d.
per ton, and why that should have been
made tho basis for the contract passes
my understanding. There is another
peculinr thing in conncetion with it.
At the time this contract was discussed
and was being dealt with, the Water
Bapply Departmont was not paying
£10 15s. per ton, but had a contract for
less money than £10 1is. & ton.
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The Minister for Works: Who had ?

Mr. GEORGE : 1 will tell the Minister.
They hed a price for 8in. pipes at £16
1s. 3d. a ton : for 12in. pipes £10 5. 6d.
and for 18in. pipes at £10 155, Yet
we have a contract made here for five
vears without, so fer as I can ascertain,
any valid reason for itz being made at
£10 153, on the basis of pig iron st
£4 4s. 6d. per ton, which left £6 10s,
6d. per ton for manufacture. DLut the
State Implement Works, In conneetion
with the manufacture of pipes. had o
price of £4 per ton for the wanufacture
only, but at the particular time when
the contract was running on there war
a uotation for pipes from other mekers
of vertical pipes in the liastern States,
and it would have paid us to have
imported themn from the Eastern States
instead of giving this contract in this
way. It is true that at the inception of
this business Messrs. Monteath were
desirous that the Covernment should
purchase the works from them. They
offered them to the UGovernment at
£22,000 or £23,000. The Goverument,
Lhowever, decided not to buy. Messrs.
Monteath said that the reason for
wishing to sell was that they were getting
old and desired to concentrate their
business. Wy the Government should
hiave ziven that contract for five yeurs
in this way at such a price is more
than any business man can say. Let
us see how this comes abount. It is
stated in the contract that as the price
rises or falls—-it was not likely to fall ;
it must rise-—so must they get an in-
srease in their price. We find on
the 10th March last that the first claim
for the extra charge came in, totalling
£5435, based on the rise of pig iron. Tf
it is possible for that £535 to be the
gorrect basis, what should happen to
the department. to those who are re-
sponsible for the making of the contract ?
What reason was there why, with a con-
tract which was in the process of ne-
gotiation from the beginning of July
and was not ratified until January,
the departmental ofticers, who are the
people responsible, were not askerd by
the Minister to find out what it was
going to land the Government in. In
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steadd of that. we have Monteath's BGrst
claint of £335 based on the rise in the
price of pig iron.

The Minister for Lands: All your
calculations, based on the assumption
as to th: original price of pig iron,
are '“"]'Oﬂg.

Mr. GEORGE: Let the DMinister
take it as he likes. It is presumption
on his part to question it.

Mr. Smith : Can they play football ¥

Mr. GEORGE: 1 do not know. It
is evident that some one plays foothall
with the finances of the State. T have
a statement here taken from the file
in connection with the dates of rthe
igsucs. In July, 1914, the issue was
£83 18s. 6d. In November the
issue was £3,499. In December it was
£24 and in February of this year it was
£2,597, all issue upon which this £335
was being paid. But the dates of the
issues do not convey anything satbis-
factory when they come to be gone into.
ig what the store

o]
1DSUCT wiiv G

keeper in charge of this board worked
the books at, and it does not show when
this stuff was supplied by Monteath
or when it was ordered. We have
nothing shown us as to whether these
pipes were delivered within the period
covered by the contract or whether they
were made before.

The Minister for Lands:
they were never delivered.

Mr. GEORGE : 1t would be very
unjust to think that. But I do think
that this i8 not a business contract.
I think it is & contract which should not
have beeh made without tenders being
called.

The Minister for Works : There is no
other firm here that could make the
pipes.

Mr. GEORGE: I am quite aware
that there is no plant in this State
except Monteath’s for making vertjcal
pipes. 1 am also aware that with a less
guerantee than the firm of Monteath
got the firm of Hoskins' would have
come here with their vertical plant
years ago.

The Minister for Mines:
only what Bernales says.

Perhaps

That is
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Mr. GEORGE : I know nothing about
that gentleman.

The Minister for Mines 3] Hefis the
principal man in Hosking’.

Mr. OAEORGE: 1 am® referring to
the time when Hoskins Broes.% came
here in connection with the Coolgardie
water scheme, hefore DBertnales was
heard of in that firm.

The Minister for Mines :
do it now ?

Mr. GEORGE : I do not know. We
have had the powellising contract, and
1 do not propose to inflict any more of
that on hon. members. We know all
about the pipes and a few other things,
and next we come to this heautiful
steamer “* Nangaroo ” which hes been
purchased by the Government.

Member:  What about the freight
agreement with McArdle, Bell & Co.?

Mr, GEORGE: Yes, there is that
freight agreement; and there is also
the gristing agreement, with regard
to which my questions have been blocked
every time. We shall have information
about that some day, and then the
Hcuse and the country will have some-
thing to say.

The Minister for Lands:
give notice of motion ?

Mr. GEORGE: Probably we will
give a notice of motion shortly that
will give the hon. gentleman all he
wants, While the member for Perth
{Hon. J, D. Connolly) was speaking ahout
the ** Kangaron,” there were interjections
that this ship was not ntended for

Wonld they

Why not

Wyndham.

The Minister for Works: No; there
were not.

Mr. GEORGE: May | ask for a

transcript of the Hanserd note to con-
vinee the hon. gentleman ?
The CHAVBMAN: 1 will ask the
hon. member to continue his remarks.
Mr. GEORUGE : 1 have a paper here
signed by the Colonial Secrstary and
addressed to the Tremier in Cabinet.
The Colonial Secretary refers to the
matter of the ** Kangaroo ™ as follows :—
In view of the reports of Bir John
Biles & Co., the famous builders, and
the strong case put up by the acting
manager of the State SBteamship Ser-
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vice, I think we should buy this ship,
provided that the purchase can he
financed in such & way as would not
involve & drain on our financial re-
sources at a period like this, when it
i5s necessary to conserve our public
funds. It would be unwise, in my
opinion, to go on with the Wyndham
meat works unless arrangements be
made to bring the products down,
for without a smtable ship we could
not operate the works after their
completion.

Then the Colonial Secretary proceeds
to quote some of the arguments of the
grandiloquent acting manager of the
State Steamship Service. 1 wish I had
some of the acting manager’s youthful
enthusiasm. The minute proceeds—
Even if the freights come down to
normal sooner than expected, we
should with a ship like this be able
to edvantageonsly compete with others
until the vessel goes on our Wyndham
works.
There is not the slightest doubt that
the Government will, so iar as they can,
use the ** Kangaroo ™ on the Wyndham
works. They would be foolish not to
do so. Now they have the ship, they
must do the best they can with her ; and
I am sure the good wishes of all members
of the House will go out to the Govern-
ment that they may make the running a
suceess.  But we may perhaps be allowed
to express our opinion that success
iz somewhat doubtful. The papers which
support the purchase of the ** Kangaroo ™
tell us that she is eminently adspted
for carrying wheat. The policy run-
ning through these papers shows that the
acting manager of the State Steamship
Service is desirous of convinecing the
world that Western Australia can solve
the problem oi carrying wheat in bulk.
The object may be & very estimablo
one, but I doubt whether this country
is prepared to allow the present Govern-
ment or any other Government to
enter into unlimited business enter-
prises in this fashion. We know that
the Covernment have embarked on a
large enterprise in the way of chilling end
canning meat, and also of paying com-
pensation in the same .connection, a8
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we know has happened. Further, as
we know from these papers and from
speeches delivered in the House, the
Government intend to convey those pro-
ductz to London by their own vessels.
We shall be having State vessels for
the purpose of conveying the products
of the Wyndham meat works to London.
The last proposal is that we are to
embark in the oversea wheat trade.
With all desire to give credit to those
who are not afraid to move, 1 wduld
ask Ministers to consider whether it is
for themselves, that they should eater
quite wise, even for their own party ancl
almost beldheadedly and blindly into
cornpetition with the ship-uwners of the
world while the finances of the Stato
are in ftheir present condition ? Do
they think that because Western Aus-
tralis puts on a few ships. the whole
shipping trade of the world will be
revolutionised ? Tf they do, they will
find out their mistake ;  hut they will
not have to pay for that mistake. The
matter, will have to pay, will have to
nurse the baby when the trouble is over,

Hon. R. H. Underwood {(Honoravy
Minister}: The Uovernment have re-
volutionised the shipping on the North-
West coast.

Mr. CEORCE : Y we have n general
election soon, | hope the Honorary
Minister will be revolutionised. Al
though he has many good qualities, he
has so mauny offensive ones that he is
& nuisance in this Chamber. Reverting
to the steamer °° Wangaroo,” I under-
gtand that in December of last year there
was a Diesel boat in Sydney, nnmed
the ¢ Annam.”  An officer of our Suate
service happeuned to Dhe there, mnd he
was instructed to inspect the © Annam.”
He did inspect her. wnd geve a report
which was very cogent. In that report
I observe he states the cost of fuel
as 35s. per ton at Sydney, whereas the
cost of fuel—-1 refer to the fuel required
for Diesel ships— is 70s. per ton heve,
or double the first-mentioned smount.
When Mr. Stevens sent forward his
estimate in connection with the ** Kanga-
roo,” pointing out how many thousands
of pounds-of profit might be made ir

the first™ year—I think he estimated
£40,000—he did not allow, so far as I

can see, what every business man
aliows for, namely, unexpected con-
tingencies. Aned there is nothing con-

nected with traffic in which we must
make greater allowance fo- unforeseen
contingencies than the shipping trade. T
am by no means assured by this file that
we are buying a new ship, because 1
find that the company from which the
steamer was bought has various boats—
the " Annam,” built by Burmeister &
Wain of Copenhagen ; the ** Selendris.”
built by the same firm: the ** Siam ”
also built by that firn ¢ the  Falstria ™
and the ' Lalandria,” now the * Kanga.
roo;’* built by Harland & Wolff. All
these names are on the file, and the list
was made up in Decernber of last year.

The Minister for Mines: As o mnatter
of fact, the ship we have bought is not
yot completed, and will not he com-
pleted for apother month.

The Minister for Works : She has never

Trmnen
poxateted

Mr. GEORCE :
e assured of that.
informed, she has been In

3

in the water.

! should be glad to
H T ain correctly

the water

beiore and has been put  hack for
structural alterations.
The Minister for Mines: You are

wrong.

Mr. CEORGE : 1t means only the cust
of a cablegram to sallay the Minister's
anxiety and minc on that point. T am
not ton anxious to believe that the
Government have heen sold a pup in
this case, as thev were in the case of
the ** Western Australia ;” but 1 em
afraid it may prove so on this occagion
as well.  In conchision, 1 wish to say
that after going throngh the main items
of the Estimates, leaving the small
items aside for the time being, ! can see
nathing to give one a feeling of content.
To my mind these Estimates have nov
heen gone through as carefully as they
should heve been by the Ministers in
charge of the various departments. |
know they have not been gone through
careiully as regards one departinent, on
which I do not care to speak just now.
I can see evidence of that very cleacly,
The Estimates are not such as weuld
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inspive onfidence in any financial house
or in any =et of business men who had
to deal with them.  The very fact that
our deficit. of which the Premicr speaks
so lightlv, is continuing to grow arouses
disquier.  Apparently the gr wth of the
deficit  does not tromble the Premier
very mmch, hut it is of great woment
to the people of the State. Mention
was  made of the action of another
Chanmber in not passing an Tncome Tax
Bill last year. That is assigned as one
cause of the deficit. P Ministers wish
ws to believe, and do they wish the
people to helieve, that the non-passing
of that Income Tax Bill is responsible
for the deficit of 1} millions 7 What
would that income tax. il carried, have
brought in ¥ Coukd it by the wildest
stretrh of Dmagination have been ex.
pected to bring in more than £50,000

or £60,000 ¥ 1 heliove that if the
matter swere  properiy  reckoned  ont,
ant if the returns fromn the present

income tax were deducted, it would be
found that the income tax which failed
to pass could not have yvielded more
than £40,000. For hon. gentlemen to
make out that the defieit of 14 millions
is the resull, principally, of the refusal of
ano her Chamber to pass a certain
Bill s, to my mind, bringing down
politics lower thon even a certain hon.
friend of mive opposite would care to
stoop.  We are in tronble enough with
our fnances. both personally and as a
community :  and if the Government
are not prepared to handle the finances
from a solid eemmvon sense point of
view, then I see nothing but darkness
and ruin for this fair State.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) {i0-14]:
It was not my intention to say anything
at this juncture on the Estimates gener.
ally. but as all lands now seem to have
had something to say 1 may as well con-
tribute a few worda. 1 shall not detain
the Committee verv long. We have
had a considershle amount of speechify-
ing on ceonomy.  Nearly every memboer
who has spoken lins talked of the neces-
sity for cconmmnising. T was very plessed
to listen to the remwrks of the momber
for Kelgoorlie (Mr. Green). 1 thought
that we were in a very much worse state
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than wo actually are in, aceording to the
hon. member’s remarks on the State
enterprises, of which we have hoard
s0 much. and which have heen ridiculecd
as  pon-paying  concerns—concerns that
are ruining the coantry. According to
the nember for Kalgoorlie, they are
all payvine concerns. We are also told
that they are saving the people a con-
siderable amount of expense and that
they are cheapening all the supplies
of muoterial and foodstuffs. I that be
the vase T do not think theve is such great
need for ceonomy as has boon preached -
by hon. members.  According to the
member for Kagloorlic we are getting
on protty  well [ know it is not a
vory pood time to ask for grants for
varioug works, but if all those concerns
are payving se well, as we have been told,
we mivht ask for o reduetion in the
freights on manure. 1t has heen stated
that prodnction is the keovnote of the
prosperity  of this State, and | think
the increase of the freights on manures
rins  into somethine  like £20,000. U
that sam woere put into production it
would ereato a considerable amount of
work for the State.

I'he Minister for Works: 1t would not
make muach differenea to the deficit,

Mr. HICKMOTT : No, but it would
increase production and that would
provide addiional work. One hon. mem-
ber told us that there were many who
were almost starving in the City, but [ do
not think that is the case, judging from
what 1 have scen abont Perth. As the
mewnboer for Ceraldton remwrked last
night, hon. embers have not a good
knowledge of the conditions of the
working people in the back blocks, as
to how they are fod and clothed.  The
Minister for Lands and those members
who had the privilege of attending the
pienic at Emu Hill & week ago had the
opportunity of seeing how the farmers
are housed and fed, and also the difficul-
ties they have to contend with, and while
there is so much talk of the manner in
which the workers in the metropoliton
nres and various other places in the State
are treated, 1 think if we look at the
position of the people in the country and
realisa the hardships they have to pul
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up with, we must conelude that they
want sgome help. T am pleased with the
helpr that has been given to them already
by the Clovernment. We have heard
a pgreat denl about what the goldfields
have done for the State. Being an Aus-
tralian born and having lived in Australia
all my life, T am familiar with what
the goldfields have done for the country.
They have materially assistec in opening
up and developing the States, but we
also know that poldfields pradualiy
decline and another industry has to take
the place of the mining industry. The
agricultural industry has invariably fol-
lowed mining, and it is our duty to make
that industry attractive. We want to
induce people of the right class to come
to this State. Some vears ago it was
said by those who were then in power that
a man could take up land here without
capital. That has been proved a fallacy,
becanse many of the farmers in the
State are entirely dependent upon the
Government. We want to attract people
with capital and people who understand
the work of agrienlture ac T
when 1 gpoke on the Address-in-reply.
I think this State is only in s infancy
so far as agriculture is concerned. Within
the course of another decade we shall
probably double or treble the ouvtput
of wheat and our other products. When
L first. came to this State I did not think
a great deal of the clrss of country that
I saw, but it has been proved to the
patisfaction of everybody that Western
Australia will be a oreat wheat and stock
producing country in the near future.
It is to that that we have to look.

The Minister for Lands : The expendi-
ture on the industry is largely respon-
gible for the present financial condition
of the Btate.

Mr. HICEMOTT : I recognise that
a large amount of 1noney has been ad-
vanced to the farmers to help them
through their difficulties. I have already
congratulated the Ministry on the good
work they have done in that respect,
but 1 think the present Minister for
Lands is a little hard on some of tha
struggling bona fide settlers. I do not
think that a farmer should have his
land forfeited for thé non-payment of

Ftawed
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rent. - We_know that ir is easier to pay
one vear's rent than two or three.

The Minister for Lands: We cannot
let one off and mnake another pay

Mr. HICKMOTT A bona fide farmer,
whe has been on the land for years,
and who is situated 20 and 30. and in

some c~ages A0 miles from s railway,
shonld receive special  consideration.
Those people were promised railway

facilities when they faok wp their gelec.
tions, mnd they have no chanee what.
ever  of making a living out of
their  holdings. Many of themm took
up their land with vory little eapital and
they have been working on the Agri
cultural Banl, and when that fails they
will be down and out. as the saying is,
The Minister =hould give these people
a chanece. [ know there are many
who will not pay their rent, but I do not
speak for those people. Anyone who
is in the position to pay his rent shonld
be forced to do so under a penalty of
forfvitnre Hur tho siruggiing man who
is so far away from a mmilway should
receive everv consideration. The work
thatl he cioes on the land is good secarity
for the (iovernment in ecasc he should
drop out. Man)y things have been said
during this digeussion with which I agree,
notably in regerd to secret contracts,
It appears to me that many of these
things have been done withont any
reference  whatever to the House. I
cannot possibly support that kind of
thing. 1 recognise that Ministers muoy
see an opportunity of makinr a good
deal, and when that comes about a
Minister should undoubtedly take ad-
vantage of it, but he should not miss the
first opportunity of placing the matter
before the House. 1 c¢annot give my
support to big contracts, such as have
beon undertaken, without tenders being
called. The House ghonld be taken into
the confidence of the Covernment and
evervthing should be fully explained.
With reference to the purchasc of the
new steamer, I was much surprised at
the answer which was given to the
question asked by the leader of the
Opposition. The Premicr said there werp
no negotiarions going on, and yet we
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found out soon afterwards that the
steamer had been purchased.

The Minister for Works:
eorract.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It does not matter
what you say. It was a disgracefnl
thing altogether.

Mr. HICKMOQTT: This sort of thing
brings only ridicule on Ministers.

The Minster for \Works: 1t was not
dune.

My, HICKMOTT: L an glad te bear
the Minister say (hat, and 1 hope there
is some truth in it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They were hood-
witking themselves.

Mr. HICKAMOTYT : Very few practical
suggestions for economising have heen
brought torward. Members should en-
deavour in every way possible to assisl
the Government to economise as mueh as
they can at a time like the present.

Hou. Frank Wilson: Should not Minis-
ters start by redueing their own salaries
in accordanee with their promise of four
vears ago? .

Mr. HICKMOTT: Yes, 1 think they
shonld. 1 my=elf min agreeable to maoke
some little sacrifice in that divestion. 1In
this respect ecountry rembers ave in a
different position from those who have
their businesses in town. We have to
etiploy somebady on the farm while we
are away, and in addition we have our
expenses ko pay in the City, with the ve.
sult fhat what is left of our Parliamentary
allowanee does not afford much margin
for saecrifice. However. T am agreeable fo
fall in with anything hon. members may
attempt in Lhis respeel. 1 have heen
pleased al the moderate fone thai has
marked the various debates this szession.
Certainly the speeches bave become a
litile warmer during the last night or twe,
and some of the old fiery criticism lias
reinrned, hut on the whole the debates
have been marked by a spirit of eoncilia-
tion. 1t is chaering to nole that the har-
vest prospects all over the Common-
wealth are so hright. T believe thal things
will he hetter than we anticipate. The
one fly in the ointment is the probability

That is in-
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of prices being much below whal was
generally expected a few months ago. A
reasonable price for the result of the
harvest would be of great assistance to
the State in its present emergency. How-
ever, 1 lope there is a silver lining io
the cloud, and that things will turn vut
better than appears likely. We can only
do the best we ean. There are many ways
in which expenditure can be cuwrtailed,
and 1 make no doubt these openings wil
be seized upon by Mimisters. As some
hon. member has said, after all, the exist-
ence of our deficit is scarcely to be won-
dered at. Af the present time every State
i the Commonwealth is building up a
deficit. and in ihal respect we are no
worse off than the others. I hope the
harvest will be as bountiful as we all
expeet. and that the prospects of good
prices will bhrighlen.

[AMr. Holman resumed the Chair.]

Mr. CUNNINGHAM
[10.36]: T move—
That progress be reported and leave
asked to sit again,

{Greenough)

Motion put and a division takean with
the tollowing result—

Aves .. . oo 12
Noes .. .. 17
Majority against .. b
AYRA.
Mr. Allen Mr. Smith
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Thomson
Mr. George Mr. WHImott
Mr. Gilchrist Mr. F, Wlisan
Me. Grifiiths I Mr. Male
Mr. Hickmott ' (T'eller).
Mr., Robibson
Naks,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Carpenter Mr, Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. Muosle
Mr. Caliller Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Green Mr. Themas
Mr. Heiftmann Mr. Underwond

Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker .
Mr. Johnson Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. JIaohnston

{Teller).

Motion thus negatived. .. - .., .v
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM  (Greenough)
[10.43]: I have listened very atleniively
to the speeches on the Estimates and I
have been siruek by their moderate tone
generally. This is only natural in view
of the trying limes through which we are
passing., This is a period when we should,
to a large extent, forsake our political
differences, leave all party strife in the
background and exert our hest efforts for
the good of the State. Frow the tone of
the debate, mosi members have shown an
ardent desire to do this. We find that the
finaneial posifion is not all that eould be
desired and it is to be hoped the efforts
of the Premier—though accounts so far
have not heen too favourable—will after
a little time result in successful arrange-
ments being made whereby the State will
be able to obtain additional funds to carry
on its works and business generally. We
have a big mileage of railways and a num-
ber of State activities, and if we have
to stop the expenditure of loan funds
all of 2 guddean during these troublouns
times, fthe position will be felt very
keenly. I hope things will so turn ont
that we shall not have {o cease these
activities, but that we shall be able to
obtain sufficient funds te keep them in
operation for lhe benefil of our people
and the advancement of the State. A
good deal of Lhe prosperity of the Siale
depends on a bountiful harvest being re-
alised this season, and the outlook at the
moment is very good indeed, but,as a pre-
vious speaker remarked, there is one fly
in the cintment. T heard a report only
a few days ago that the freight for eon-
veyving wheat to the European market is
likely to he fixed at something like 95s.
per ton.

The Minister for Works:; It is a pity
we have not one or two more steamers
and we could do it cheaper.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: That will run
into ahout 2s. 7d. per bushel, and with
other charges the cost will total abont
3s. & hbushel, TIf these figures arve
correct is is improbable that the far-
mers will realise more than about 3s. 64.
per bushel for their wheat. When we
consider the very high eost of living, to-
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gether with the high cost of jute goods
and the extra expense of earrying on dur-
ing abnormal times, it will be realised that
the farmer is not likely to make very
mueh profit out eof his operations
during this season. This is lo be re-
gretted. The farmers have experienced
a bad time during the past few years
and a bad lime for the farmers means a
a bad time for the State as a whole,
because the welfare of the State is
bound up with the welfare of the farm-
ers, Therefore, it is to be hoped that the
farmers will be able to obtain a hetter
return for their produce than secins
probable at present. I regret that the
limber industry has become paralysed on
account of the abnormal eonditions now
prevailing, The high freights on timber
render its exportation almost an impos-
sibility at the present time. We cannot
operate on that timber industry unless
we get some return from it we cannot
vperate everything at a loss. I do hope,
therefore, that the day will come when we
shall enjoy better times, when the timber
industry, as well as olher industries in
the State, ean be earried on at a profit,
and that there will be prosperity gener-
ally thronghont (he State, We owe a
great deal to the mining indusiry during
the present time, because of all the in-
dustries in ihis State the gold-inining in-
dustry is the one which is least affected
by the prevailing abnormal conditions.
I say, therefore, that the eountry is in-
debted to the gold-mining industry for
having been ahle to pull through as well
as it is pulling through at this juneture.
Whilst T am a representative of an agri-
cultural district, T am willing at all times
to give a fair deal, as far as I am
able, to the gold-mining industry and any
other indusiry in Western Anstralia. T
feel sure that the inlerests of one section
of the community are bound up with
those of any other, that the interests of
all industries are interwoven, and that
we as individuals, no matfer what our
trade or calling may be, should take a
broad and generous view for the general
zood of the whole community and for the
advancement of this State.
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[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

€

Progress reported.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Returned from the Legislative Counecil,
with amendments.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 5th October, 1915.

Poper presented ., . 1328
Petition : Sale of L:quor Eegulatlon Bl“ 1528
Aggent to San]y ill 1328
Joint Select ommittees: Horse- mcmg contro]
Money Billg procedure .. 1328
Questions : Unionists and arvears of fees 1323
Cotlie conl and danger from sparks 1329
Industries Assistance Act and the \lmmg
industry .. 1329
Motion : Commonwealth Constitution Referen- a9
1
Billa: Cot.tes]oe Beach Rates Vulidation, recom. 1335
Mines Regulotion Act Amendment, Com. 1336

Health Act Amendment Bill, 2r. .. oo1s4l
Postponement of Debts Cont.muance, on., s

Com 1339
Industnes Assmtn.nce Act Amendmant. 211 -

Com. 1849

Marriage Act Amendment, 2‘.R. . ... 1355

Adjournment : Roynl Agricultural Show . 1356

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
4.30 p.u., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By ihe Colonial Seeretary: 1, Audit of
the acecounts of the North Fremantle sale
yards. 2, Depariment of Land Titles,
annual report.

PETITION—SALE OF LIQUOR
REGULATION BILIL.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER presented a
petition from the Mebropolitan District
Christian Endeavour Union asking that
the Sale of Ligquor Regulation Bill be
Passed without serions amendment.

Petition received and read.

[COUNCIL.]

ASBENT TO SUPPLY BILL.

Message from (he Governor received
and read assenting to the Supply Bill
No. 2 {£650,000).

JOINT BELECT COMMITTEE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.

Extension of Time,
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East): I

move—
That the time for bringing up the
report of this seléct comiltee be ex-
tended to Thursday, 14th Qctober.
The committee have completed the taking
of evidence and the draft report is now
nnder consideration. I have every reason
to say that the report will be presented
on the 14th Oetober.

(uestion passed.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

Extension of time.

On metion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY (Hon. J. M. Drew—Central)
the time for bringing up the report was
extended for 14 days.

QUESTION—UNIONISTS AND
ARREARS OF FEES.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS agked the Col-
onial Seeretary: Referring to the ques-
tion asked on the 22nd of September as
follows:~*1, Have any instructions been
isswed or has any minule been forwarded
by the Minister controlling the Water
Supply and Sewerage Department to
any workmen working under the depart-
ment containing instructions that if
unionists, who owed arrears of fees to
their unions, did not make arrangements
to pay up these arrears of fees, they
wounld be treated as non-unionists, and
be dismissed from their employment? 2,
If so, the date of the instructions or
minnte, and the full terms of same?”
Will the Colonial Secretary reply to the
following: 1, Were any instructions is-
sued or any minute forwarded by any



